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EDITORIAL 


Ohencter teil Phen Ot 
Government Of Columbia 


Theological Seminary 
With Revisions To May 31, 1947 


In an attractive format the Board of Directors 
has just printed the Charter and Form of Govern- 
ment for Columbia Seminary. This is the first 
printing of the Plan of Government since the one 
made in Columbia in 1919. Since that time there 
have been two major revisions, one about the 
time of the move to Atlanta which was approved 
some time later by the Synods and one within the 
last two years. The last of these was chiefly 
administrative, increasing the powers and respon- 
sibilities of the President, The sections we shall 
quote were all in the first revision made about the 
time of our removal and the last three are un- 
changed from the older printed form. Thus the 
purpose of the Seminary and the vows prescribed 
for the carrying out of that purpose have been in 
force during the period of the Seminary’s life in 
‘Decatur and the vows are of much longer standing. 


The Great Purpose 


Chapter one, section 3 reads: “The great purpose 
of the Seminary shall be to prepare men for the 
Gospel ministry, to train Christian workers, to 
protect the standards of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, to contend for the faith, and 
to labor for the Kingdom of God.” 


The Vows 


Pursuant to this great purpose each Director 
makes the following declaration and vromise: 
“Approving of the Plan of Government of Columbia 
Theological Seminary, I solemnly declare and 
promise in the presence of God and this Board 
that I will faithfully endeavor to carry into effect 
all its provisions, and to promote the creat purpose 
of the Seminary.” (Chapter II. Section 2). 


Then the President and each Professor takes the 
following vow as the condition of entering upon 
his Chair: “In the presence of God and these 


witnesses, I do solemnly subscribe to the Confes- 
sion of Faith, Catechisms and other standards of 
government, discipline and worship of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States, as a just 
summary of the doctrines contained in the Bible, 
and promise and engage not to teach, directly or 
indirectly, any doctrine contrary to the Scriptures 
as interpreted in these standards while I continue 
as ‘President (or Professor) in this Seminary.” 


Finally, each student on matriculation subscribes 
the following declaration: “Deeply impressed with 
the importance of improving in knowledge, piety, 
and prudence, preparatory to the Gospel Ministry, 
I solemnly promise, in reliance on Divine grace, 
that I will faithfully and diligently attend all the 
assigned instructions of this Seminary, and that I 
will conscientiously and vigilantly observe all the 
rules and regulations specified in the Plan of 
Government, obey all lawful requisitions, and 
readily yield to all the wholesome admonitions of 
the President and Professors of the Seminary 
while I continue a student in it.” 


COMMENTS 


We desire to call attention to three or four 
matters. 


First, Columbia Theological Seminary needs the 
grace of God, Only Divine wisdom, power, good- 
ness, and love can enable the institution to ap- 
proach its great purpose of her directors, professors 
and students to keep the solemn obligations they 
have taken. Brethren, pray for us! Congregations 
pray for their pastors and they grow in grace. 
not forget your teachers, students, and directors 
here. The daily prayer of Principal John Macleod 
of Edinburg is, “O God, raise us up a godly 
ministry, raise us up a praying people!” A people 
praying to God for this school of the prophets will 
be heard and answered in a godly ministry. 


Secondly, in the days in South Carolina, Co- 
lumbia was affectionately known as “the school 0 
the prophets.” Technically one might have cor 
rected these pious people and said “a school 0 
the prophets.” But they knew this one_ school. 
They knew that the Word of God was believed 
and hallowed here and that her professors an 
her students went out to expound that Word. ! 
prophet is one who speaks for God, and so this 
school, where men spake for God that revelation 
which He has given in the Holy Bible, was 
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rverently spoken of as “the school of the 
prophets.” We have lived in an age of “liberalism” 
in which religious leaders have written* as though 
God were only a term of human ideation with men 
privileged to manipulate these sundry ideas as 
they saw fit. But the agonizing cries of men are 
driving serious souls away from the assumptions 
of human sufficiency and back to the need for 
REVELATION. The figments of human ideation 
are just as truly idols as the works of our hands. 
Thre is one only living and true God, the God 
of the Bible. Only as we believe and speak His 
Word do we truly speak for Him, and only so does 
He truly speak His salvation to needy hearts. In 
the words of Dr. W. M. MePheeters let us preach 
the Word and pray the Holy Spirit to bless it— 
then also in Georgia Columbia shall come to be 
affectionately called “‘the school of the prophets.” 


Thirdly, the Plan of Government explicitly and 
repeatedly sets forth a rule by which to determine 
tuth, This standard of reference is not the 
pinion of some one, or some group of professors, 
or faculties, or writers. The canon of truth for 
Columbia Theological Seminary is nothing less than 
the Church’s Confession of her Christian faith to 
the holy God offered in the presence of men and 
angels. This rule of faith is stated in the Great 
Purpose as “the standards of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States,” it is reaffirmed in 
the obligation of the Directors to promote this 
purpose, It is reiterated as the President and 
Professors subscribed to the Confession of Faith 
and Catechisms and promise not to teach” any 
doctrine contrary to the Scriptures as interpreted 
in these standards.” 


The Life of Charles Hodge shows that Princeton 
grew from a toddling infant to a lusty youth be- 
cause every member of the institution had cordial- 
ly devoted himself to the confessional standards 
of the Church. When John L. Girardeau was 
inaugurated as Professor of Didactic and Polemic 
Theology in Columbia he mentioned the possibility 
that the Confession might, from time to time, be 
changed, to bring it into ever closer conformity 
to the Holy Scriptures. But he gave solemn as- 
surances that his teaching here would always con- 
form to the Church’s Confession—and would be 
changed only after that had been duly changed. 
He never suggested changing the Confession to 
conform to “the mind of the Church.” The Word 
of God is “the supreme and infallible rule of 
faith and practice,” the Confession is our “testi- 
mony to the truth of God” and the “bond of 
inion between the faithful witnesses for Christ.” 


Fourthly, the Plan of Government definitely 
Intuleates the duty of CONTENDING FOR THE 
FAITH. The Apostle Paul thanked the Philippians 
for standing with him in the defense and con- 
imation of the Gospel. Jude calls upon Christians 
0 contend earnestly for the faith once for all 
ielivered to the saints, The Great Purpose of the 
minarv states, among other things, the duty of 
‘ontending for the faith. The Professorships of 
¢ Seminary are to provide for the teaching of 
Polemie as well as of Didactic Theo'ogy. And 
Polemic Theology means the opposing of and the 
ighting against falsehood and error. In an address 
m the Columbia Theoloev, Dr. Thornton Whaling 
‘et forth aggressiveness in onvosing error as one 
of the characteristics of our theology. 

—_— 

Eg., Oxnam, Preaching in a Revolutionary 
ree, Pages 79-80. McConnell, Is God Limited? 
Osdick, A Guide to Understanding the Bible. 
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Now an American soldier is properly penitent 
for the sins he committed while wearing the uni- 
form as truly as he is for those committed in 
“civies.” But he does not repent of the fact that 
he took part in the defense of his country and her 
liberties. One who has fought for the Faith of the 
Son of God is penitent for the sins and errors and 
mistakes he made in this contending. But he does 
not repent of having fought in the good fight. He 
thanks God that He counted him faithful putting 
him into His ministry and giving him the honor of 
fighting some of His battles with Him. He repents 
of not having fought more valiantly and more 
vigorously. The Plan of Government obligates 
Columbia to continue to be a citadel of the faith 
from which soldiers of the cross are to issue forth 
to attack falsehood, error, entrenched wrong, 
wickedness in high and in low places. 


—Wm. C. R. 


Some Needed 
Emphases 


Never has the world needed the preaching of 
some of the distinctive doctrines of Presbyter- 
ianism more than now. 


The Sovereignty of God needs to be affirmed 
and explained. Man, his wisdom and his accom- 
plishments, have been magnified until in some 
circles one would think God is fortunate to have 
man as an ally. 


God is behind the scenes of life and men and 
nations go only so far as His omnipotent hand 
permits, In Job we see men and material posses- 
sions swept away in God’s permissive will to test 
one man. There we see the Sovereignty of God 
who, while working out His will toward Job was 
also working in the lives of those who were de- 
stroyed. Man cannot fathom the will of God, nor 
ean he rightfully do less than to bow his head and 
worship. 


We need a constant reaffirming of the doctrine 
of the total depravity of man—that all men are 
born with sinful hearts and these hearts are 
never made right except by faith in the redeem- 
ing work of the Saviour. 


The world“ needs to hear the doctrine of 
Heaven and Hell once more; that these are actual 
places and that the eternal abode of the individual, 
whether in Heaven or in Hell, hinges on what he 
does with the Christ, the Son of God. 


The preaching of the love of God needs to be 
properly balanced by preaching also the wrath of 
God on unrepentant sinners. For the fact that 
God is the God of love we shall eternally bless 
His name; but, He is also a consuming fire and 
and while there are those who deplore “scaring 
men into the kingdom of heaven” the fact re- 
mains that godly fear has its place in preaching 
and probably has never been needed so much as 
now. The pride of man may rebel at this doctrine 
but only the humble heart will come to know 
Him. Men should be brought face to face with 
the fact that all shall some day meet Jesus 
Christ, either as Saviour or as Judge. This awe- 
some certainty needs to be preached, 


With these and other cardinal doctrines there 
needs to be given a new emphasis to the doctrine 
of the Lord’s return. We are not concerned with 
preaching, pre, post or amillenial theories. We are 
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deeply concerned though that the fact of the per- 
sonal return of the Lord be given the emphasis 
that its repeated mention in the Bible justifies. 
The vagaries and excesses of some enthusiasts on 
this subject are no excuse for the studied neglect 
of this Joyous hope found in the Church today. 


A strong Church is made up of strong Chris- 
tians. These must be people fed on strong spir- 
itual meat. In the past no Church has done more 
to give intellectual and spiritual food than the 
(Presbyterian Church. 


Certainly no generation has needed such leader- 
ship more than our own. Is the trend of present 
preaching and teaching calculated to perpetuate 
our usefulness in this vital matter? —L.N.B. 


An Unbiased Picture 


One of our ministers recently said to a Ruling 
Elder: “In the discussion that is now taking place 
in our Church, you should know that all who are 
opposing organic union give a biased picture of 


the doctrinal status of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church.” 


We want it distinctly understood that The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal has never said that 
the Northern Presbyterian Church is an apostate 
body. We have always tried to make it clear that 
God has some faithful witnesses left in this branch 
of the Church. They are our esteemed friends, and 
we thank God for them. 


On the other hand, we have not closed our eyes 
to the doctrinal laxity of this Church. The Auburn 
Affirmation has never been repudiated and doc- 
trinal delinquents have not been tried before 
Church Courts, There has been a widespread in- 
difference to theological issues, and loyalty to an 
ecclesiastical machine has loomed larger than 
loyalty to Confessional standards. 


In order to corroborate our analysis of the 
theological situation of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church we submit a recent picture painted by Dr. 
Clarence Bouma, the distinguished Editor of The 
Calvin Forum. Professor Bouma has an illumina- 
ting chapter in “Calvinism In Times of Crisis.” 
Here he surveys “Calvinism In American Theology 
Today.” Turning his attention to the present-day 
status of Calvinism in The Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A, he writes, “This, the largest, Presby- 
terian group in the country, presents a diversified 
theological picture. Until about sixty years ago 
this body as a whole was loyal to its Calvinistic 
heritage. At first it repudiated the Arminianism of 
the Cumberland group. The rank and file of the 
people knew their Shorter Catechism. The West- 
minster Standards were maintained as the richest 
and fullest presentation of the system of truth 
contained in the Scriptures. The theological leader- 
ship was genuinely Calvinistic. The training of the 
Seminaries, of which Princeton and Union (New 
York) were outstanding. had been in the tradition 
of the Westminister Standards. Sixty, seventy 
years ago was the decade in which the great works 
in Systematic Theology appeared. viz., those of 
Charles Hodge, of his son A. A. Hodge, of Henry 
Boynton Smith, and of W. G. T. Shedd. 


Today a large sector of the leadership in this 
Church has succumbed to Modernism and complete- 
ly ignores the official creed of the Church, Loyalty 
to the Westminister Standards is in reality no 


—— 


longer a prerequisite for the ordained leadership, 
The days of indicting a leader who teaches jp 
opposition to the official doctrinal standards of 
the Church is past. The liberal leadership of the 
Church is mostly trained at Union Seminary, 
though this institution since the early nineties no 
longer stands in official relation to the Church, 
As for Princeton Seminary, with the death of B. 
B. Warfield in 1921 the last great sys-ematic 
theologian in the tradition of the Westminister 
Standards and the Hodges passed off the scene in 
that center of learning. Later Brunner occupied 
the chair of Hodge and Warfield and with him a 
decidely “‘Barthian” influence arose on the Prince. 
ton faculty. The present incumbent of the chair of 
Systematics is not an adherent of the Dialectical 
Theology, but President Mackey is, and through his 
new magazine THEOLOGY TODAY the new 
positions of this school of thought are given wide 
currency. 


It is said that the rank and file of the church 
membership is still conservative and would wel- 
come preaching in harmony with the Westminster 
Standards. It is undoubtedly true that most of the 
ministers in the Church are not Modernists, but 
it must not be forgotten that no less than 1300 
ordained men only about two decades ago signed 
the Auburn Affirmation, a statement which de 
clared many of the basic doctrines of the West 
minster Standards to be a matter of indifference, 
not essential to the Christian Faith. Many clergy- 
men averse to Modernism and favorable to the 
historic Calvinism of the creed declare that they 
desire to contend for the Faith within the com- 
munion and in harmony with the Constitution and 
their vows, but the fact of the matter is that since 
the Machen group left, there is practically no 
militant defense of the position of historic Cal- 
vinism over against the ever-growing influence of 
Modernism, inclusivism, Barthianism, and indif- 


ference toward the historic faith of John Calvin.” 


We submit this unbiased picture to our Ruling 
Elder for careful consideration. Dr. Bouma 1s in n0 
way connected with our controversy. He is a mem- 
ber of another Christian denomination and 3 
writing without the slightest degree of partisan- 
ship bias. In view of this picture, are we ready 
for organic union? The answer is a resounding 
“NO y? ef 


The First Emphasis 
Where? 


The modernist, having denied many or all = 
Christian doctrines, turns his activities to socia 
betterment. That is his religion, 


The liberal is truly a Christian, but too often he 
has followed the leadership of modernism an¢, 
while maintaining his faith in essential Christian 
doctrines, he places his great emphasis on socia 
betterment. 


Many liberals would be truly disturbed if we 
realized how this over-emphasis has changed the 
weekly messages until] an unsaved sinner he ea 
leave the Church confused and without the slig . 
idea as to what salvation is or how it might 
obtained, 


The evangelical, or conservative, on the other 
hand, knowing that doctrine must be maine 
and finding himself waging a lone action, 0 
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emphasizes sound doctrine and fails to put Chris- 
tianity into true social action. 


This editorial does not embrace the modernist in 
its discussion because until he repents and is born 
again he has no rightful place in the Christian 
movement. This is not a harsh judgement but it is 
, considered one after studying modernism. 


But, we are deeply concerned that the liberal 
all stop accepting the leadership of modernism 
and shall subordinate the social aspects of the 
Gospel to their rightful place. 























We are also anxious that the evangelical shall 
recognize that there are social obligations of the 
Christian and the Church which can only be neg- 
lected at great cost, 

















In our judgement too many within the Church 
jok upon the steps leading to becoming a Chris- 
tian in a way which is superficial, to say the least. 
It is here that the trouble lies. 














—_ 











“Joining the Church” has supplanted “being 
saved” in our vocabulary. Young people are herded 
trough our Sunday Schools and educated into the 
Church without having the faintest conception of 
the fact that they are sinners, lost and without 
hope outside of Christ. In fact some seem to think 
they have conferred a favor on Him by becoming 
church members. 
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Emotionalism is left for the movie and school 

rlationships and is regarded as unhealthy where 
giritual things are concerned. “Building a new 
world” by human methods has supplanted evan- 
glism and evangelization by the preached and 
spoken word. 













It is this faulty approach to the winning of indi- 
vidual souls which disturbs the evangelical. He sees 
the liberal use such methods and proceed from 
there to emphasize the social gospel and he is 
ieeply concerned. The evangelical believes that 
Christianity can become a social power only when 
tis the power of “salt” and “light” as seen in 
deemed ones. 


In our judgement, if the liberal would again 
jlace his first emphasis on soul winning, letting all 
who come under his ministry know without doubt 
at they individually must be cleansed from sin 
ty the precious blood of Christ—then the gap be- 
ween the conservative and the liberal would 
irgely be bridged and the conservative would 


oe to the secondary emphasis for the social 
order, 
















The liberal has but to open his eyes and look 
wound to see that as men have declined in faith 
historic doctrines they have increased the social 
tuphasis. The conservative, on the other hand, 
Wl too often find himself maintaining a sterile 
wthodoxy. We all need to be filled with the Holy 
hitit, That is the right and privilege of Christians 
‘nd that is the power of God unto salvation and 
“0 to Christian living. —L.N.B. 
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The Council claims to act in the name of all 
eclesiastical bodies which are members of it. 
Monouncement of opinions on whatever matter 




















it expresses them upon,—its action in whatever 
field they are taken, are given to the world as in 
the name of the constituent churches. Yet I do not 
know of a single instance in which the Council 
has ever asked these churches whether they ap- 
proved its opinions and actions. To put them forth 
and to take whatever actions it takes in their 
name without asking their approval, is, it seems 
to this writer, both dishonest and untruthful. In 
only one case, does the writer recall that the result 
of discussion was made public—When the Uni- 
tarians asked for admission. Here it was made 
known that by a close vote they were refused 
admission—but I do not recall that the way in 
which the representatives of the constituent 
churches voted was made known. 


If, now, the Council would ask each church to 
express its opinion on any matter of any impor- 
tance, and then should say to the public, “This is 
what the Council agreed upon but such and such 
churches disagree and think so and so,” it would 
tell the public honestly what their stand was. But 
it never does this. Of course, to do this would 
cause delay till the bodies representing these 
churches could meet, but there have been but few 
if any matters on which the Council has acted 
which required such haste that the truthful telling 
the public what the churches thought about these 
= matters would have been harmed by the 

elay. 


We should demand, if we do remain in the 
Council that the opinion of our Church on what- 
ever the Council does and says should be passed 
upon by our Church and our Churches opinion 
told fully to the public. 


2. Twice, the Council has sent out Preaching 
Missions, in reply to the criticism that the Council 
did not deal with evangelical and religious matters. 
Some splendid preaching was done by some of the 
ablest preachers of the land. But the results so 
far as conversions and additions to the churches 
were concerned were so small that no more have 
been attempted. What was the cause of what was 
a real failure of such fine preaching? The writer 
can guess at only two, and these are guesses, He 
is not sure. First, as these ministers were drawn 
from a wide variety of churches, there was no 
unanimity in their preaching. It is quite likely that 
in some cases, the preaching was hardly in harmony 
with the belief of the community which was 
listening, Second it is possible that the fact that 
these attempted “revivals” were rather shoved on 
the churches than wished for them and prepared 
for by them. At any rate, save for these two 
efforts, the activities of the Council have been 
almost wholly of a social and political nature. 


3.The centralizing of the Council’s activities on 
social and political phases is contrary to the 
principles of our Church. If for no other reason, 
our Church should leave the Council. 


4. The race question has been agitated quite 
considerably of late. On this matter, the Council 
has taken action which would seem to be of very 
dangerous nature to those who live among the 
two races and are better informed as to the 
proper method of handling this delicate question. 
In a pamphlet issued by W. Patterson, of 





Charlotte, N. C., I find the following statement. 
I have had no chance to verify its accuracy but 
it is stated that the information comes from the; 
“Information Service,” of date, March 16, 1946. 
“The Federal Council of Churches in Christ in 
America hereby renounces the pattern of segreg- 
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ation in race relations as unneccessary and unde- 
sirable and a violation of the gospel of love and 
human brotherhood. Having taken this action, the 
Federal Council requests its constituent com- 
imunions to do likewise. As proof of their sincerity 
in this renunciation, they will work for a _non- 
segregated church and a non-segregated society.” 
It is added that the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. officially adopted this at its General As- 
sembly, in May, 1946. 


Be it noted that our church was not asked be- 
forehand whether it approved of this as the best 
method of handling the race question. The Council 
as said above, acted first, and then asked the 
churches constituting to follow its lead. The 
dangerous character of this manner of handling 
this question can be understood by any one who 
' lives in the Southern States. It, alone, should be 
sufficient reason for withdrawl from the Council. 
One might add a 


5th. reason—though so much has been written 
on this phase that it might be omitted and that 
is that the Council is controlled by liberal and 
modernistic thinkers. It is not an orthodox Council. 
Not at all by the standards of orthodoxy which 
our Church has so far maintained. Ree 


=e 


Plenary Inspiration 


Lying at the heart of most issues facing the 
Church is the paramount one of the inspiration of 
the Scriptures. Authority for Christian faith and 
practice must have a source and that source must 
be fixed. When one analyzes the problems of con- 
temporary church life one finds that again and 
again divergence in viewpoint stems from a di- 
vergence in belief as to the degree of Scriptural 
inspiration. 


From its inception this Journal has insisted that 
faith in the plenary inspiration of the Bible is 
justified by internal evidence, by scholarship and 
by personal experience. 


Furthermore, we have insisted that a departure 
from this viewpoint is responsible, in the main, 
for all the ills now confronting the Church. We 
will have no part in the various “theories” which 
rob God’s Word of its complete reliability, and its 
rightful place as our infallible rule of faith and 
practice. We have little patience with those who 
accept only parts of the Word and pass on their 
unbelief in classroom, from the pulpit and in their 
writings. 


As evidence that this position has the backing 
of scholarship as well as otherwise, we quote from 
part of the Preface to the Commentary on John’s 
Gospel, by Bishop J. C. Ryle, of the Church of 
England. This was written in 1865, but it could 
well have been written in our own time. 


Bishop Ryle was a scholar second to none and a 
man who wrote after deep and prolonged study, 
as well as from a heart of the deepest piety, Here 
is what he wrote: 


On one point of vast importance in the pre- 
sent day, the reader will see that I hold very 
decided opinions. That point is inspiration. 
I feel no hesitation in avowing, that I be- 
lieve in the “plenary inspiration” of every 
word of the original text of Holy Scripture. 
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I hold not only that the Bible contains the 
Word of God, but that every jot of it was 
written, or brought together, by Divine jp. 
spiration, and is the Word of God, I entirely 
disagree with those who maintain that the 
writers of the Bible were partially inspired, 
or inspired to such a limited extent that dis. 
crepancies, inaccuracies, and contradictions to 
the facts of science and history, must be ex. 
pected and do exist in their writings. I utterly 
repudiate such a theory. I consider that it 
practically destroys the whole value of God’s 
Word, puts a sword in the hand of infidels and 
skeptics, and raises far more serious difficul- 
ties than it pretends to solve. 


I grant freely that the theory of “plenary 
verbal inspiration,” involves some difficulties, 
I do not pretend to answer all the objections 
brought against it, or to defend all that has 
been written by its supporters.* I am content 
to remember that all inspiration is a miracu- 
lous operation of the Holy Ghost, and, like 
every operation of the Holy Ghost, must needs 
be mysterious. It is an operation of which not 
forty men in the world have been made the 
subjects, and the manner of which not one 
of the forty has described. It stands to rea- 
son that the whole question of inspiration, 
like everything else supernatural, must neces- 
sarily contain much that is mysterious, and 
much that we cannot explain. But the diffi- 
culties of the “plenary verbal’ theory appear 
to me mere trifles, compared with those which 
surround the counter theory of “partial in- 
spiration.” Once admit the principle that the 
writers of the Bible could make mistakes, and 
were not in all things guided by the Spirit, 
and I know not where I am. I see nothing 
certain, nothing solid, nothing trustworthy in 
the foundations of my faith. A fog has de- 
scended on the Book of God, and enveloped 
every chapter in uncertainty! Who shall de- 
cide when the writers of Scripture made mis- 
takes, and when they did not? How am I to 
know where inspiration ends, and where it be- 
gins? What I think inspired, another may 
think uninspired! The texts that I rest upon, 
may possibly have been put in by a slip of 
the pen! The words and phrases that I love to 
feed upon, may possibly be weak earthly ex- 
pressions, in writing which the author was 
left to his own private uninspired mind! The 
glory is departed from my Bible at this rate. 
A cold feeling of suspicion and doubt creeps 
over me as I read it. I am almost tempted to 
lay it down in fiat despair. A partially in- 
spired Bible is little better than no Bible at 
all. Give me the “plenary verbal” theory, with 
all its difficulties, rather than this. I accept 
the difficulties of that theory, and humbly 
wait for their solution. But while I wait, ! 
fee] that I am standing on a rock. 


*When I speak of “plenary verbal inspiration,” I do 
not for a moment admit the absurd theory that all parts 
of the Bible are equally important. I should never dream 
of saying that the catalogues in Chronicles are 0 Bat 
much value to the Church as the Gospel of St. John. ih 
I do maintain that all parts of the Bible are equaly 
“given by inspiration of God,” and that all are to. 
regarded as “God’s Word.” If we do not see the — 
character of any particular part, it is because we hav 
at present no eyes to see it. The humblest moss a 
much the handiwork of God’s creative power as the - 
of Lebanon. Yet it would be foolish to say it was in 
equally important part of creation. The least verse the 
the Bible is just as truly “given by inspiration as m 
——. But it does not follow that it is equally v* 
uable. 
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I grant the existence of occasional diffi- 
culties, and apparent discrepancies, in Scrip- 
ture, They are traceable, in some cases, I be- 
lieve, to the errors of early transcribers; and 
in others to our ignorance of explanatory cir- 
cumstances and minute links and details. To 
tell us that things cannot be explained, merely 
because we are not at present able to explain 
them, is childish and absurd! “He that be- 
lieveth shall not make haste.” (Isa. xxviii. 16.) 
A true philosopher will never give up a sound 
theory, on account of a few difficulties. He 
will rather say: “I can afford to wait. It will 
all be plain one day.” For my part, I believe 
that the whole Bible, as it came originally 
from the hands of the inspired writers, was 
verbally perfect and without flaw. I believe 
that the inspired writers were  infallibly 
guided by the Holy Ghost, both in their se- 
lection of matter and their choice of words. 
I believe that even now, when we cannot ex- 
plain alleged difficulties in Holy Scripture, 
the wisest course is to blame the interpreter 
and not the text, to suspect our own ignor- 
ance to be in fault, and not any defect in 
God’s Word. The theological system of mod- 
ern days, which delights in magnifying the 
so-called mistakes of the Bible, in explaining 
away its miraculous narratives, and in mak- 
ing as little as possible of its Divine char- 
acter and supernatural element, is a system 
that I cannot away with. It seems to me to 
take a rock from beneath our feet, and plant 
us on a quicksand. It robs us of bread, and 
does not give us in its place so much as a 
stone. 


Nothing, to my mind, is so unutterably pain- 
ful as the patronizing tone of compassion 
which the modern advocates of “partial in- 
spiration” adopt in speaking of the writers of 
the Bible, They write and talk as if St. Paul 
and St. John, and their companions, were 








nothing better than well-meaning pious men, 
who on some points were greatly mistaken, 
and far below our enlightened age! They 
speak with pity and contempt of that system 
of divinity which satisfied the masver-builders 
and giants of the Church in by-gone days! 
They tell us complacently that a new thelogy 
is needed for our age, and that a “freer hand- 
ling” of the Bible, with pens untrammelled by 
the fetters which cumbered former inter- 
preters, will produce, and is producing, won- 
derful resulis! I thoroughly distrust these new 
theologians, however learned and plausible 
they may be, and I expect the Church will re- 
ceive no light from them. I see nothing solid 
in their arguments, and am utterly unmoved 
by them, I believe that the want of our age is 
not more “free” handling of the Bible, but 
more “reverent” handling, more humility, 
more patient study, and more prayer. I repeat 
my own firm conviction, that no theory of in- 
spiration involves so few difficulties as that 
of “plenary verbal inspiration.” To that 
theory I entirely adhere, and on that theory 
my readers will find this Commentary is 
written. 


To those young people entering on courses of 
study leading to a life of full-time Christian ser- 
vice we would commend these words. We would 
not be captious. We are not contending simply 
for the sake of contending. We are earnestly 
pleading that it is this attitude of complete faith 
in and dependence on the entire Word of God 
which can alone fit you for the highest fruitful- 
ness in the service of the Master. 


With Bishop Ryle we would affirm that the diffi- 
culties of this position are infinitely less than 
those of any other theory of inspiration. We earn- 
estly believe also that effectiveness in soul win- 
ning is in large measure determined by our atti- 
tude to inspiration. —L.N.B. 





Purity Of Heart And Life 


By Dr. L. Nelson Bell 
YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE 


Montreat, N. C., Aug. 10, 1947 
Sunday School Hour 


Golden Text: “Keep thy heart with all diligence, 
for out of it are the issues of life.” 


_ The most important issue facing America today 
1s not that of atomic energy, altho its proper use 
can bring great material blessings to mankind and 
its improper use can destroy civilization. 


As urgent as they are, international problems 
are not our most serious issues. 


Economie difficulties loom large in our national 
Consclousness but they are not of first importance. 


Properly evaluated and integrated race relations 
are desperately needed, but that is not our first 
national problem, 


_Looking back into history we see that the 
Civilization of Noah’s time was destroyed because 
of its immorality. God destroyed Sodom and 


Gomorrah for the same reason. Greece and Rome 
were destroyed by moral disintegration from with- 
in. France has degenerated into a fourth-rate 
power because of the moral rottenness she toler- 
ated for generations. And now we are finding 
that as Germany grew in military might immorality 
and impurity of life increased. 


Unless America turns from her present trend in 
impurity and immorality she is just as surely 
doomed as those nations which have gone before. 
For that reason this lesson on purity of heart and 
life is not only of tremendous personal importance, 
it is of great national import. 


I am reminded of a woman who came in my 
office last year. She had been living an active 
life as home-maker and mother but examination 
showed an inoperable cancer. Despite*the use of 
radium she died within a few months. 
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Impurity is a cancer eating at the heart of 
America today. But, you say, “This cannot be!” 


It is a tragic but true statement that impurity 
is now respectable. The average moving picture 
portrays impurity in life and motive in an attrac- 
tive and seductive way. There are a few great 
pictures which base their appeal on worth-while 
subjects, But, we all know the average picture 
often depends for its appeal on things which are 
indecent. But, we see these pictures and recom- 
mend them to others. 


Many of the movie stars are living lives of 
open adultery, (by God’s standards), marrying 
and remarrying and divorcing and re-divorcing 
until it is necessary to keep a chart to know whom 
they happen to be living with now. Do we turn 
from them in disgust? No, let one come to a gala 
opening of some film and watch the people crowd 
in for a glimpse of their idol. Yes, impurity is 
perfectly respectable now. 


Many novels owe their appeal to unspeakable 
filth. Are they boycotted? No, we read them and 
pass them on to others. Impurity in reading 
material now is not only popular, it is highly 
respectable and also very profitable. 


Some of our most popular magazines today 
seem to base their circulation on an appeal to 
lewdness portrayed under the guise of “art.” We 
welcome these magazines into our homes and 
make them available to our children. Yes, impurity 
is popular and welcomed in the best social circles. 


Present-day dress (or undress) is so taken for 
granted that many young women fail to realize 
that they may in innocency, contribute directly to 
impurity in thought or actions of others. A Los 
Angeles judge recently made a scathing indictment 
of young women who have done so much to 
promote immorality by their dress and actions. 


Not a week passes that I do not see in my office 
young people who have succumbed to the tendencies 
of our day and who are now reaping what they, 
and our present society, has sown. 


Yes, impurity is respectable today. 


But, is this something new? No, but the outward 
evidences are much more in evidence. It stems 
now, as always from the unregenerate heart, but 
thoughtlessness and ignorance are contributing 
factors. 


Paul in Galatians 5 makes it plain that the 
fruits of the flesh and the fruits of the Spirit are 
as different as darkness and light, as Heaven and 
Hell. “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, 
which are these; adultery, fornication, unclean- 
ness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, here- 
sies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, 
and such like; of the which I tell you before, as I 
have also told you in time past, that they which 


~ _ things shall not inherit the kingdom of 
re) nr 


We Christians are in the minority but, we are 
the light of the world and the salt of the earth. 
Because of the Holy Spirit in our hearts men 
should see the fruits of the Spirit in our lives. 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy. peace, 


longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance.” 
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Some one has truly said, ‘Unless there is within 
us that which is above us, we shall soon yield to 
that which is about us.” 


In Proverbs 4, verses 23-26, the writer mentions 
some parts of our bodies which have to do with 
maintaining purity of life. Vs. 23, the heart. Vs, 
24, the mouth—beware of the lewd or shady joke, 
They are very popular today but they are not 
lovely. Vs. 24, the eyes and Vs. 26, the feet. The 
steps to impurity are progressive and increasingly 
steep. Psalm 1:1 shows this progression—“Blessed 
is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful.” 


What is the solution? In Isaiah 50:7 we find, 
“For the Lord God will help me; therefore shall 
I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face 
like a flint, and I know that I shall not be 
ashamed.” 


Years ago I knew two boys graduating in the 
same class in High School. They both came from 
the same background, played on the same base 
ball team, had the same opportunities. One of 
these is today a greatly used soul-winner, a Bible 
teacher and beloved pastor in our Church, The 
other, the last I heard of him, had just been 
dismissed from his job as clerk in an A.B.C. store, 
for excessive drinking. 


What was the difference? One had set his face 
like a flint to know and do God’s will, the other 
had drifted with the tide. 


Christian character, the sure bulwark for purity 
of heart and life, means hardness—the right kind 
of hardness. Paul wrote to Timothy, “Thou there- 
fore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ.” We are told that Daniel “purposed in his 
heart that he would not defile himself with the 
portion of the king’s meat.” 


Moral and spiritual courage are not easy but 
they bring rich reward. The one who floats with 
the current will not develop his muscles, but, the 
man who swims against the current develops 
strength to overcome. 


Today the great majority are going with the 
current in morals and ideals, only the few set their 
faces like a flint, to resist the tendencies to evil. 


Jesus said, “Wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way that leadeth to destruction, and many there 
be which go in thereat: because strait is the gate, 
and narrow the way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it.” 


Christian character is so desperately important. 
Important because of our work with and influence 
on others, and because it endures for eternity. 
Listen, “And the world passeth away, and the 
lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God 
abideth forever.” And, “While we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are seen are tem- 
poral; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal.” 


How is Christian character obtained? How did 
we become American citizens? We were born that 
way. Christian character comes from being 4 
Christian and you cannot be a Christian until you 
are born again. This by a supernatural power from 
without, God-given and man-accepted. 


(Continued on Page 25) 
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“For A Better Tomorrow” 


“If you are concerned in what happens to this 
globe we call home, and in ways to keep it intact,” 
says Church World Service, with which organiza- 
tion our Committee on War Relief functions, “‘you 
can’t very well overlook the program of the Amer- 
ican Protestant Churches in war-shattered countries 
around the world.” 


That may sound as if someone were shouting 
gloom ahead; but Lt. Col. Roy LeCraw, Director 
of the Presbyterian Program of Progress, has 
been saying the same thing to Southern Presbyte- 
rians since he returned early this year from Eu- 
rope, where he watched the distribution of ma- 
terial aid to destitute people, and saw the effect 
of passing out bundles of clothing, packages of 


food, and copies of the Word of God at the same 
time. 


Colonel LeCraw is convinced that unless ma- 
terial aid is extended in the Name of Christ to 
suffering humanity, people become hardened; yet, 
he tells how Church World Service used remnants 
of the membership of nine Protestant Churches in 
Vienna as distributors of clothing and food and 
the message of Christ, As a result, he says, 
“debris was cleared from the cellars of these 
churches which had been there since the bombs 
fell, and Christian people gathered within the 
shattered walls to sing praises to God and offer 
their prayers of thanksgiving to Him.” 


But none of this can be achieved, Christian peo- 


ple realize, until Christ speaks to the hearts of 
His followers. 


This is just one of the reasons why the Presby- 
terian Program of Progress is so essential now, 
Colonel LeCraw points out, “in these post-war 
days.” From the beginning of the planning for 
this program, committee members sought the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. No step along the 
way was taken without first seeking the Spirit’s 
Presence. None who worked from the start feels 
otherwise, according to Dr. J. R. McCain, Chair- 
man of the Committee on Stewardship, which 
was given authority of the General Assembly to 
Proceed with the five-year Program of Progress; 
but that God was speaking to the Church to move 


“onty ANSWER ! 
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PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 


forward now, and in His Name, do greater work 
for His Church at home and abroad.” 


Right now the Church has its first opportunity 
to express its zeal in this matter. The Program of 
Progress literally will be launched on September 
28, when the Rally Day Offering is received. 


The Executive Committee of Religious Educa- 
tion has been given authority, under the Program 
of Progress, to raise $500,000.00, over and above 
budget askings, in five years, to provide much 
needed expansion: ‘‘More space in which to ope- 
rate”; “Modern Visual Educational facilities,” and 
“financial undergirding of The John Knox Press.” 


Dr. Edward D. Grant, Executive Secretary of 
the Executive Committee of Religious Education 
and Publication, says: “If we are to ‘build today 
for a better tomorrow,’ we had better hurry! Time 
won’t last much longer, Our Church, under the 
blessing of God, is now in a state of substantial 
growth. Demands for an improved educational and 
business service are becoming insistent from day 
to day. No longer can our Executive Committee of 
Religious Education and Publication—one of the 
most essential agencies in our Assembly—be per- 
mitted to lag behind in its service to all our local 
congregations and educational groups.” 


For the first time in the history of our General 
Assembly, the whole Church, and not just the 
Sunday Schools, is urged to make a generous con- 
tribution on Rally Day. It is hoped the needed 
$500,000.00 may be raised at the rate of $100,- 
000.00 each year over and above the usual Rally 
Day Offering of approximately $85,000.00 a year: 
but, if the Church were so minded, it is pointed 
out by the Program of ‘Progress Director, this 
money could be raised in less time—even this fall. 
The need is urgent; for “unless the right religious 
education foundation is laid,” to return to the 
opening thought of this message, “the Christian 
outreach to those afar who are in need of succor 
at this, or at any time in the future, will not be 
fed with the Message of Christianity. 


“The Program of Progress believes that Christ 
is the Only Answer todav, or any day, to meet 
world problems. And, religious education is the 
necessary preparation for Christian work.” 
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“FACT OR FANCY” 


REGARDING 


The Federal Council 


By Tom Glasgow 
Elder In Myers Park Presbyterian Church 


Charlotte .. 


So much has been said and written regarding 
the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America—both pro and con—that one is likely to 
fee] that ANY statement, favorable or unfavor- 
able, must be taken “with a grain of salt.” 


What is written here, is written with at least an 
honest effort to state recorded facts which can be 
supported by “official’’ records. Quotations made, 
tho’ brief, are made after reading the context and 
with at least a conscious effort not to take them 
“out of context.’”’ Persons desiring to verify such 
statements are here given the page and paragraph 
of the “offical”? record from which they are taken, 
in order that they may verify in person and to 
their own satisfaction. 


We are here endeavoring to give “facts’’—and 
not “Fancies’”—upon which to base opinions and 
actions. 


Let us first examine the action of our recent 
General Assembly meeting at Montreat last May 
29, 1947. The “Minority Report’? of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, signed by four of the twenty 
members of that Committee, and having to do with 
the Federal Council section of the Committee’s re- 
port, was adopted by the Assembly (which Minority 
report included certain sections of the original 
Majority report). In adopting the Minority Report. 
the Assembly requested the “advice and counsel’ 
of the Presbyteries as to whether our Church 
should withdraw from membership in and support 
of the Federal Council. 


The “Majority Report” 


But what of the rejected “Maiority Report?” 
What was the verdict of those sixteen members 
of the Committee who favored the Council and 
opposed the adoption of the ‘‘Minority Report” by 
which we inquire of the Presbytery, that Court 
where each Church is represented (the “grass- 
roots” Court of the Church) as to whether they 
think that it is wise that we continue in or with- 
draw from membership therein, “Let’s Take a 
Look At The Record.” 


Sixteen Presbyteries Protest 


Section IV of the original ‘Majority Report” 
dealt with the Federal Council issue. (A copy of 
this rejected report may be secured from the Stated 
Clerk of the General Assembly, Dr. E. C. Scott, 
Liberty Bank Building, Dallas, Texas.) It begins 
with paragraph (1) by citing that twelve Presbv- 
teries request that we withdraw from the Council; 
two request that the issue be sent down: two 
more officially criticize certain actions of the 
Council. (We have never known of any similar in- 
stance where twelve Presbyteries have asked that 
we withdraw from some agency outside of our 
Church and four others take official action hostile 
to said agency’s action—sixteen Presbyteries filing 


- North Carolina 


overtures to one Assembly!) Paragraph (1) of this 
rejected “Majority Report” recommended that an 
““Adinterim Committee” be appointed to examine 
the charges made. 


Remarkable Overtures* 


Paragraph 2 of the rejected “Majority Report” 
(which paragraph was carried over in the “ap- 
proved Minority’ report) requires the appoint. 
ment of NO committee and, by inescapable infer. 
ence, accepted as a FACT that the Federal Coun- 
cil does make doctrinal declarations contrary to the 
doctrinal positions of our Church! It directs our 
representatives on the Executive Committee of 
the Federal Council to “make clear to that body 
that it cannot and does not speak for the Pres- 
byterian Church U. S. when its leaders and spokes- 
men make statements upon doctrinal matters which 
run counter to the Standards of our Church”! 


I quote here in full this approved Overture No. 
31 from Nashville Presbytery, Page 33, Assembly 
Minutes—1947: 


(31) The Presbytery of Nashville respec- 
a overtures the General Assembly as fol- 
ows: 


That the General Assembly shall, through 
its regularly appointed representatives on the 
Executive Committte of the Federal] Council of 
Churches of Christ in America, make clear to 
that body that it cannot and does not speak 
for the (Presbyterian Church, U. S, when its 
statements on doctrine run counter to the 
Standards of our Church and its pronounce- 
ments on economic and social matters are 
contrary to the accepted policies of our Ameri- 
can way of living.” 


(Note:—This is a part of the original re- 
port by the “Majority of the Committee” who 
favored the Council and opposed reference of 
this issue to the [Presbyteries!! 


Paragraph 3 of the original “Majority Report”— 
again, those who favor the Council—states: “We 
recommend that we answer in the affirmative 
(Overture) No. 32 from Knoxville Presbytery 
and “We recommend that this overture be referred 
to our Assembly Permanent Committee on Chris- 
tian Relations for their consideration.” 


What is this “Overture No. 32” from Knoxville 
Presbytery, concerning which those who are favor- 
able towards the Council, answered in “the Af- 
firmative,” and also referred to our Permanent 
Committee on Christian Relations? We quote tt 
in full below from page 33-34 of Assembly Min- 
utes, We invite the reader’s attention to the 
escapable inference therefore, making necessary 50 
unusual a declaration by an ecclesiastical Church 
body such as the General Assembly of the Pres 
byterian Church in the U. S. 
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“(32) It has come to the attention of the 
Church generally, and the impression has con- 
tinued to grow, that the Commission on Indus- 
trial Relations of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America has been identi- 
fied with certain labor groups and labor or- 
ganizations to such an extent that the witness 
of the Council is being compromised. Wheth- 
er this is true or not, we feel that it is not 
to the best interests of the Church to be so 
closely allied with a partisan movement as to 
render its message absolutely void with re- 
spect to certain other groups that may be 
opposd. 


“Therefore, the Presbytery of Knoxville. re- 
spectfully unanimously offers this overture as 
follows: 


“(1) That we, through the General Assembly, 
instruct our representatives of the Federal 
Council to present to the Council a state- 
ment of our policy as to dealing with such 
questions that may arise from controversies 
in our social order. 


“(2) We believe that the Church should not 
identify itself as an advocate for or with 
4 labor, industrial or political groups, as 
such, 


“(3) We believe the Church should refrain 
from fostering pressure groups that are or- 
ganized for the purpose of carrying out the 
points of organizations about which there 
might be many varied shades of disagreement 
in the Church generally. 


“(4) We belive that our various commissions 
of the Council should be very definitely in- 
structed as to their rights and authority, to- 
gether with limitations, in publishing certain 
opinions that have not received the sanction 
of the Council generally or of the churches 
represented by the Council. While it may be 
true that these commissions do not now take 
this authority, press releases have been sanc- 
tioned that seem to give an erroneous impres- 
sion that such declarations are from the Coun- 
cil itself. We believe, furthermore, that the 
active participation of certain leaders of the 
commission in meetings of labor organizations 
to the exclusion of organized business man- 
agement is detrimental to the witness of the 
Church and very often identifies the Church 
with radical elements of the labor movement, 
and as a church, we do not approve. 


“(5) We believe that the attitude of our 
Church towards labor and capital should be re- 
stated, We do not feel that capital is inherent- 
ly sinful or that the ownership of private prop- 
erty is wrong. Rather, we feel that the free 
enterprise system is the very heart of our free 
and democratic way of life and the principles 
of Jesus Christ applied through free enter- 
Prise as it is found today in our capitalistic 
system is thoroughly scriptural and has re- 
ceived the blessing of God. On the other hand, 
we recognize the rights and dignity of labor, 
and believe the principles of Jesus Christ 


seo be applied by labor, and capital as 
we ng 


“Majority Report’’—those favorable to the Coun- 
cil. Had this been the action of the “Minority Re- 
port” only, it would not have been so astounding! 
Has it not come to a “pretty pass” when we con- 
tinue official allegiance to and membership in any 
ecclesiastical body to which it is found necessary 
to recommend that we direct such a rebuke as is 
set forth in this unanimously adopted overture No. 
32 from Knoxville Presbytery and the above 
quoted!) 


Paragraph 4 recommends that the 12 Overtures 
requesting that the Assembly withdraw from the 
Council be answered in the negative, 


This completes the “Majority Report” of the 
Foreign Relations Committee of the recent As- 
sembly as applied to the Federal Council. Might it 
not be said that if we consider only the actual 
and inescapably implied statements of those who 
favor the council there is in these alone abundant 
evidence justifying and demanding our withdrawal 
therefrom! 


The Official Record Of The 
Federal Council 


Let us turn now, briefly, to several quotations 
from the OFFICIAL RECORDS of the Federal 
Council itself, whose actions have inspired such 
severe and critical comments not only from the 
Council’s opponents but from its friends and sup- 
porters! ‘ 


Racial Segregation 


The question of Racial Segregation is a very vital 
one in our Southland. Wise members of both white 
and colored races oppose any precipitate action 
sponsoring the unlimited intermingling of the races. 
Virtually all Southern States( as far as we know 
without exception), by law, make mandatory cer- 
tain segregation—in schools, buses, trains, ete. 
Hotels, theaters, etc., have found this segregation 
necessary and essential. But what does the Federal 
Council say? We quote from the official “Biennial 
Report” of the Council for 1946—bottom of page 
80—in its official report of the “Department of 
Race Relations,’’ which reads as follows: 


“Either the Church will accept the pattern 
of segregation in race relations as necessary, 
if not desirable, and continue to work with- 
in this pattern for the ameliora:ion of racial 
tension, or it will renounce the pattern of 
segregation as unnecessary and undesirable.” 


The record then declares the position of the Fed- 
eral Council: 


“The Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America hereby renounces the pattern of segre- 
gation in race relations as unnecessary and 
undesirable and a violation of the Gospel of 
love and human brotherhood. Having taken 
this action, the Federal Council requests its 
constituent communions to so likewise. As 
proof of their sincerity in this renunciation 
they will work for a non-segregated Church 
and a non-segregated society”! 


(Incidentally on the following page (No. 51) of 
the Report it cites that 


“The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church USA—(Northern Presbyterian Church) 


(Note: The “approval” and “reference” of this —concurred in the action of the Federal 
overture was the official recommendation of the Council, renounced the principle of segre- 
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gation in race relations as undemocratic and 
un-Christian.” 


This should give our Pro-Church Union brethern 
pause!) 


Again—F.E.P.C. LOBBY 


The official Annual Report of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America for 1945— 
Page No. 44—citing its Department on Race Re- 
lations report advises: 


“The President and the General Secretary of 
the Federal Council appeared before House 
and Senate Committees to give the endorse- 
ment of the churches (that’s you and me!) 
to fair employment practice legislation as a 
national moral necessity. Their statements re- 
ceived wide publicity in religious and secular 
press, The action of the Federal Council 
through its Department of Race Relations 
has been one of the major influences in work 
to preserve the existing F.E.P.C. under execu- 
tive order, and for legislation to make it a 
permanent policy of the National Govern- 
ment.” 


(Incidentally, in 1945 the Federal Council appro- 
priated $26,972.56—Page 212 of the 1945 Report 
—and in 1946 appropriated $31,274.34 for its De- 
partment of Race Relations—Page 308 of 1946— 
Official Report.) This “FEPC” legislation would 
make it mandatory by Federal law that white and 
colored persons be employed—such as secretaries, 
clerks, warehouse, office, factory, railway, etc. 
employees on an equal basis regardless of the wish 
of the employer or the trouble which the inter- 
mingling of white and colored employees might 
cause: 


Again—“CO-OPS” 


“Co-operatives” are consumer bodies, banded 
together for joint purchase and handling of their 
mutual economic needs. These began largely as 
“Farmer Co-ops” to combine in the purchase of 
fertilizer, farm machinery, etc. They have now 
grown to where one mid-western “Co-op” is re- 
ported owning oil wells, refining plants, bulk 
storage plants, pipe-lines and gasoline service sta- 
tions—serving both its members and the general 
public. This has grown to where one representa- 
tive of the “Co-ons” is reported as having declared 
that nationally “Co-ops” now do “a 12 Billion 
Dollar volume and in a few years will treble that 
business.” ‘‘Co-ops” operate largely free from 
normal taxation—Federal and State. Normal busi- 
ness, which carries the burden of taxation to sup- 
port local, state and federal government. feel that 
this freedom from taxation of the “Co-ops” is 
unfair; that they have in many instances ceased 
to operate for their members only and now operate 
for profit in a manner similar to all business, So 
serious has this become that the present Congress 
has a_ special “ad-interim” committee appointed 
to study the situation. 


Many members of the Southern Presbvterian 
Church feel that this is no matter that the Church 
should be taking sides on—for or against. The 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America 
is critical of “private enterprise” and the “profit 
motive” in normal business and ignores the fact 
that normal business through “private enterprise” 
has built the highest “standard of living’ for both 
Labor and Management in our land that the world 
has ever known; has also built our Churches, paid 
our pastor, endowed our Seminaries and Colleges; 





and also ignores that “private enterprise” js jj. 
lustrated throughout the Scriptures and is ap. 
proved and commended by the Master such as jp 
His “parable of the talents.”” We contend that 
“profit motive” is as real in the “Co-ops” as in 
‘‘normal business”! We also contend that “private 
enterprise,” honorably operated, has a right to the 
support of Christian people and Church members, 
We here frankly and earnestly disapprove any 
Church agency which thus wantonly attacks “pri- 
vate industry,” honorably operated, or which be- 
comes a partisan sponsor of tax-free ‘‘co-opera- 
tives.” 


Page 43 of the 1946 official Biennial Report of 
the Federal Council states as follows: 


“Dr. Carpenter (representative of the Fed- 
eral Council) visited North Carolina three 
times during the year in encouragement of 
the development of credit unions and co- 
operatives in that state. Dr. Carpenter also 
spoke in many cities of the church and co- 
operatives. Mr. Hall (Executive Sec. of In- 
dustrial Relations Division of Federal Coun- 
cil) spoke in numerous places on religion and 
co-operatives, and made one of the addresses 
at the National Co-Operatives Congress.” 


And again—1946 Biennial Report page 117: 


“All Christians recognize the higher ethical 
value inherent in the “co-overative”’ as over 
against the “competitive motive” and that as 
co-operation is emphasized and competition 
subordinated we approach more nearly to the 
teachings of Jesus.” 


(We would be interested to have these gentlemen 
distinguish between “personal savings” of the 
“Co-Ov” and “Personal profit” of “private enter- 
prise!’”’) In any case, we heartily disapprove of the 
Federal Council—a church agency—thus attacking 
the normal business man of the land, officially 
ascribing a lower “ethical value’ to all who engage 
in other than the “co-operative” form of business! 


Again—Labor Unions 


Time and again we find the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America officially alligned 
with national labor unions—often of the more 
radical wing of Labor. We hold that the Christian 
Church should minister alike to Management and 
Labor, taking sides with neither but bringing both 
to a knowledge of their lost conditions, leading 
both to a personal acceptance of Christ as thelr 
Saviour and, as redeemed man, working together 
for the best solution of the economic issues as they 
arise. We declare our disapproval of such actions 
as that of Dr. Cameron Hall, Executive Secretary 
of Industrial Division of the Federal Council ap- 
pearing as one of the leading speakers at a CIC 
Organizers Rally held in Concord, N. C., and sim 
lar instances elsewhere. We oppose the association 
of Federal Council representatives as members 0 
the “Faculty” at a CIO-PAC “School of Political 
Action Techniques” for “PAC Workers” not long 
since in Washington, D. C. Incidentally these partl- 
san Labor activities of the Council were finance 
through the 1947 Appropriation of $12,466.04— 
(Annual Report Page 212) which appropriation 
was increased to $21,931.14 in 1946 (Page 308 of 
the Biennial Report) setting forth appropriations 
to the Department of Industrial Relations. The 
“Washington Office,” from which is made the 
various contacts with members of Congress 0} 
secular legislation sponsored by the Council, su¢ 
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as “F.E.P.C.”, “Wage and Hour Law,” “Anti-Poll 
Tax Law,” etc., expended some $15,645.59 of the 
combined Churches money. This “Washington Of- 
fice” is referred to by the Council as its “Listening 
Post.” So far as its activities apply to the pro- 
motion of such secular legislation it might be 
more normally designated as its “‘Washington Lobby 
Post.” 


Farm Labor Unions 


We neither affirm nor deny the wisdom of farm 
laborers banding together in Labor Unions but we 
most earnestly oppose any activity on the part of 
the Christian Church or its official agencies as 
partisans in such a movement. We quote from 
page 218-219 of the 1946 official Biennial Report 
where the Federal Council goes on record in favor 
of organizing the workers in agriculture: 


“There are millions of workers to whom the 
benefits of trade unions has never been ex- 
tended. It is desirable that workers in some 
occupations, such as workers in agriculture, 
mostly untouched by unions hitherto, should 
be given the advantages and protection of 
organized labor.” 


This seems to us a matter which our consecrated 
Elders and Deacons and Members who live on our 
farms should debate and decide, without this 
powerful and socialistic Church Agency, The Fed- 
eral Council, becoming a partisan ally in the pro- 
motion thereof. As an active member of the Fed- 
eral Council, the Southern Presbyterian Church in- 
escapably becomes a party to such unwise declara- 
tions, 


Again—Pacifism 


The Federal Council has been nationally criti- 
cized because of the active pacifism of its leaders. 
In the Congressional Record of August 17, 1935, 
no less an authority than the Intelligence Depart- 
ment of the U. S. Navy declares as follows: 


“The Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America—this is a large radical pacifist or- 
ganization. It probably represents twenty mil- 
lion Protestants (again, that’s you and me!) 
in the United States. However its leadership 
consists of a small radical group which dictates 
its policies. It is also extremely active in any 
matter against national defense.” 


Inescapably thousands of the beloved lads from the 
omes of this land are still “sleeping in foreign 
lands” because of the woefully unprepared condi- 
ons of this nation on the fateful day of December 
', 1945—Pearl Harbor! Space forbids that we 
quote Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the F. B. 
» In his testimony before the Congress on this im- 
portant matter, Brethren, as long as we are active 


members, these gentlemen are talking about “OUR” 
Federal Council! 


Again—Roman Catholic Church 


It is said that we need a “united Protestanism” 
‘0 oppose the rapid encroachment of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Have we stopped to realize that 
during the recent years, when the Federal Council 

been at the height of its strength and influ- 
ence, with an income of some $705,782.70 (1946 
Biennial Report Page 307) and a membership of 
over 25 million—at THAT time the growth and 
‘ncroachment if the Roman Catholic Church HAS 
BEEN MOST ACTIVE AND PRONOUNCED IN 








THE HISTORY OF THIS COUNTRY !! Do we need 
a Federal Council to oppose Catholicism or has the 
Departure of its leaders from the SIMPLE FAITH 
of our Fathers and the employment of its time and 
funds to promote secular matters of a socialistic 
and controversial nature gone far to destroy the 
witness and testimony of the Protestant Christian 
Church? Let the reader decide this for himself 
BUT THE FACT REMAINS that as the Council 
has risen in members and financial strength, the 
Roman Catholic Church has grown by leaps and 
bounds! What our land needs is the CHRISTIAN 
GOSPEL—NOT a “Social Gospel” nor a Socialistic 
Gospel! 


Again - Correcting The “F.C.” 
From Within? 


It is often said “we should stay in the Federal 
Council and work from the inside to correct its 
defects.” We are advised this was the plea of its 
friends back in 1921, We know it was the theme 
of the Pro-Council Assembly debate of 1931! It is 
still the plea in 1947! If our representatives have 
protested these departures from the basic prin- 
ciples of our Church it has been without avail! The 
official record of the Council declares it to be more 
social-minded and socialistic-minded today than 
ever in its history. Regardless of its high moral 
phrases, the record of its Department of Race Re- 
lations and its Department of Industrial Relations 
preach the social gospel of National Socialism. (We 
did not say “Communism,” but we did say “Na- 
tional Socialism!’’) (We defy the careful reader 
to prove otherwise!) It is small wonder that its 
friends of the original “Majority Report” show 
such deep concern for its inexcusable conduct! 


Brethren, we prefer the free government of our 
Founding Fathers to any socialistic governing yet 
produced! We prefer the simple Christian Gospel 
to any Social Gospel which the Federal Council 
has to offer. We prefer the powerful Protestant 
Gospel of John Calvin which swept Catholism be- 
fore it to this compromising Federal Council 
Social Gospel which has been well described as 
“Humanizing God, deifying Man and anesthetizing 
Sin!” Our place is outside of the Federal Council 
and freed from its socialistic influence. There are 
now two other “National Councils” which are 
truly Protestant and do truly represent the His- 
toric Protestant Faith—the ‘National Association 
of Evangelicals” and the “American Council of 
Protestant Churches’ — both of which support 
the American way of life and the Historic Pro- 
testant Faith. If we need a National Council—and 
we do—let us cast in our lot with whichever of 
these that may be the choice of our Church as 


more nearly expressing its stand for evangelical 
Christianity. 


Finally - Action Now 


To that end we should: (1) inform ourselves— 
not as to the “claims” but as to the “record” of 
the Federal Council and its several agencies; (2) 
vote, in our respective Presbyteries, “counseling 
and advising” the 1948 General Assembly at At- 
lanta, Ga., to withdraw from active membership 
therein; and (3) elect Commissioners to that As- 
sembly who will so vote! 


Until then, be it said to our shame and frequent 
embarrassment, the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America does speak for our Church in 
the many and unhappy ways set forth herein! I 
have herein documented facts, not ‘Fancies” 
—facts which the thoughtful Southern Church 
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Member and Citizen must both face and act upon. 
Concede to the Council any and all virtues which 
its proponents may justly claim, there still remains 
its admitted departure from the Historic Protes- 
tantism Faith and its conceded and admitted so- 
cialistic secular objectives which declare it to be 
both unfit for and unworthy of the support and 
membership of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
and its sister protestant denominations associated 
with us therein! Let us withdraw from the Federal 











— 


Council now and again give the clear witness and 
the simple Christian Gospel testimony of Historic 
Protestantism! There is no other adequate answer 
to the inroads of Roman Catholicism and the 
undermining of the spiritual witness of the Protes. 
tant Church, Let our Presbyteries advise the Gen. 
eral Assembly to withdraw. Let us elect commis. 
sioners to that Assembly who will so vote! 


(Note: All blackface type herein is ours.) 





The Book Of Ezekiel (I) 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the seventeenth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The third of the great writing prophets bears 
the name Ezekiel. Ezekiel was the son of Buzi 
(1:3) and a priest. He evidently lived his earthly 
life in or near Jerusalem, during the ministry of 
the great Jeremiah. He had seen Jehoiakim fall to 
Nebuchadnezzar and some of the noblest youths 
of the land taken into captivity in 605 B.C, to 
Babylon. Among these youths was a mere lad in 
his teens, Daniel, of whom Ezekiel was to speak 
so highly at a later time (cf. 14:20 and 28:3 which 
we shall discuss later). 


When Jehoiachin went into captivity, Ezekiel 
also was taken. Daniel had been in Babylon about 
eight years, therefore, when Ezekiel was brought 
there (in 598 B.C.) he had doubtless attained 
unto some fame by means of his interpretation of 
the great colossus which was revealed to Nebu- 
chadnezzar in a dream in the second year of his 
reign. 


In the land of captivity Ezekiel lived with the 
exiles on the River Chebar, probably at Tell-Abib 
(cf. 1:1,3; 3:15). By the ninth year of the cap- 
tivity he was married and also had his own house 
(cf. 3:24; 8:1; 14:1; 20:1). His thorough know- 
ledge of the Temple appears in some of his pro- 
phecies. 


Analysis Of The Book 


The prophecy of Ezekiel falls into three major 
divisions, 


I. Prophecies uttered before the overthrow of 
Jerusalem. 1:1 - 24:27. 


a. Introduction, in which the prophet is 
called to his work in the first year of Jehoiachin’s 
captivity, and is given a vision of the glory of 
God. 1:1 - 3:21 


b. The response of the prophet and a further 
revelation from the Lord. 3:22-27. 


¢. By means of symbolica] actions and their in- 
terpretation Ezekiel is bidden to prophesy the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, 4:1 - 7:27. 


d. Judah is condemned for its idolatry. 8:1-18. 
e. The punishment of Jerusalem. 9:1 - 11:25. 


f, The Lord forsakes the city because of its un- 
—— byw its following after false prophets. 
12:1 - 723. 


g. The certainty and necessity of the punish- 
ment. 15:1 - 17:24. 


h. The love of God toward sinners. 18:1-32. 


i. A lamentation over the princes of Israel. 
19:1-14., 

j. The last utterances of warning before the 
downfall of the city. 20:1 - 24:27. 


II. Prophecies of judgment which are uttered 
against foreign nations. These foreign nations are: 
Ammon, 25:1-7; Moab, 25:8-11; Edom, 25:12-14; 
(Philistia, 25:15-17; Tyre, 26:1 - 28:19; Sidon, 
28:20-26; and Egypt, 29:1 - 32:32. 


Ill. Prophecies concerning the restoration which 
were uttered after Nebuchadnezzar had taken Je 
rusalem, 33:1 - 48:35. 


a. The new Covenant and the love of God for 
the sinner. Formal instruction for the prophetic 
mission. 33:1-22. 

b. The time will come when the people will re 
cognize the Lord and there will be among them 4 
true prophet. 34:1-31. 

ce. The devastation of Edom. 35:1-15. 

d, The restoration of the people of Israel. 
36:1-38. 

e. The vision of the dry bones, the symbol of 
the resurrection of Israel. 37:1-28. 

f. The prophecy of Gog and Magog. 38:1 - 29-29. 

g. The vision of the Church of God upon earth 
being symbolized by ‘he description of the Temple. 
40:1 - 48:35. 


The Authorship Of Ezekiel 


That the prophecy was the work of Ezekiel him- 
self appears to be obvious. Throughout, Ezekiel 
speaks in the first person, and the unity and 
harmony of the book is so evident as hardly to be 
questioned. Among the Jews there was some 
dispute as to whether Ezekiel was in harmony 
with the Pentateuch, but these disputes were 
finally cleared up. The Church of Jesus Cus 
has always regarded the book as canonical. Unt 
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about 1900 no one doubted the unity of authorship 
of Ezekiel, and even today there are staunch de- 
fenders of this view. 


However, the spirit of doubt appeared in the 
eighteenth century. It attacked most of the 
Biblical books. For a time it was busy with the 
Pentateuch, Isaiah, Daniel and the Psalms, but 
finally it turned its attention also to Ezekiel. In 
1908 Herrmann, a professor at Munster, published 
some studies in Ezekiel and later in 1924 wrote a 
commentary, In his writings he set forth the 
view that the book of Ezekiel was a collection of 
small independent utterances which were spoken 
on different occasions and were placed together at 
a much later time. The editor of most of these 
pieces was Ezekiel himself. 


In 1924 Gustav Holscher, a very interesting 
writer on Old Testament subjects, set forth the 
view that there are really two series within the 
prophecy. One of these is by a poet, Ezekiel 
himself. The other is by a prose writer, the 
editor, who later put the book together in the 
spirit of Ezekiel, As a result of this procedure, 
Holscher leaves to Ezekiel himself about 143 
verses out of a total of 1272. This theory of 
Holscher’s is very interesting as an intellectual 
curiosity, but it is certainly not correct. It leaves 
too many problems unanswered, and it chops up 
the beautiful unity of the prophecy. 


Even more radical is the theory of C. C. Torrey, 
an American, who published his book Pseudo- 
Ezekiel and the Original Prophecy in 1930. Ac- 
cording to Torrey, there never was an exile of the 
Jews in Babylon. The whole idea of a Babylonian 
exile was invented by later Jews for the purpose 
of refuting the claim of the Samaritans that they 
and not the Jews had preserved the true traditions. 
Where, we may ask, does the book of Ezekiel fit 
into all this? According to Torrey, an author, who 
was probably a priest, living in Jerusalem in the 
third century B.C. put into the mouth of a prophet 
of Manasseh’s time many of the warnings of the 
prophecy. About thirty years later, in order to 
further the newly invented theory of a _ Baby- 
lonian exile, an editor altered the book, making it 
appear that it was a product of the time of the 
exile. For two thousand years, apparently, no one 


discovered the error, until Torrey came upon the 
scene. 


_The patient reader may ask, why spend time in 
discussing such theories? In reply, we would say, 
These theories which, to the every-day reader of 
the Bible, seem so far-fetched and unreal, may 
today belong only to the classroom, However, 
tomorrow they will be preached from the pulpit 
and will appear in popular literature. It may be 
said without hesitation that Torrey’s theory is 
utterly incorrect. If the Bible is the work of 
deceivers, as Torrey’s theory in reality requires 
one to believe we may as well get rid of the Bible, 
and the sooner the better. 


In answer to all these theories which are 
clamoring for acceptance, we may firmly declare 
that we believe the entire prophecy to have been 
revealed to Ezekiel by the Spirit of God. Anyone 
Who will take the trouble to read through the pro- 
Dhecy with the aid of the analysis which has been 
given will be impressed, we are sure, with the 
power and majesty and unity of the book, 


Some Problems In Ezekiel 


In Ezekiel 1:1 we read “Now it came to pass in 
the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the 


fifth day of the month, as I was among the 
captives by the river Chebar, that the heavens 
were opened, and I saw visions of God.” The 
problem arises in connection with the number “the 
thirtieth year.” It has been suggested that this is 
the thirtieth year after the reformation of Josiah. 
Others have said that it is the thirtieth year after 
the father of Nebuchadnezzar, Nabopolassar, as- 
cended the throne. However, these opinions appear 
to be refuted by 1:2 which speaks of the fifth 
year of king Jehoiachin’s captivity. In all proba- 
bility, therefore, the phrase “the thirtieth year’ 
has reference to the thirtieth year of the prophet’s 
life. If this is correct, and it seems to be the 
theory that is most free from difficulty, Ezekiel 
was probably born just after the accession of 
Nabopolassar to the throne. Quite probably, also, 
he was about five years older than Daniel. 


In the lament over Tyre (Ezekiel 28:3) the 
prophet says: “Behold, thou art wiser than Daniel; 
there is no secret that they can hide from thee.” 
Ezekiel is addressing the prince of Tyre. It has 
generally been held that the prophet here has 
reference to the historical Daniel, who was known 
for his wisdom. In all likelihood, the language of 
the prophet is somewhat sarcastic. He speaks to 
the prince of Tyre. “Thou hast wisdom, “he says 
in effect,” thou art even wiser than Daniel, As 
a matter of fact, however, his wisdom was the 
gift of God, whereas thy wisdom is but the soph- 
istry of the worldly-wise.” Is Ezekiel, however, 
referring to the Daniel of the Bible? 


In recent times it has been suggested that he 
is probably referring to an ancient legen hero, 
by name of Daniel. The tablets of Ras Shamra 
(Fennelhead) which were discovered in north 
Syria in 1929 make mention of one Daniel. Now, 
it is interesting to note that on the Ras Shamra 
texts the word is spelled Dan’el. In the book of 
Ezekiel also the word is spelled similarly, In the 
canonical book of Daniel, however, the word is 
spelled Daniel. Now, it must be asserted clearly 
that this spelling of the word is not decisive. There 
are strong arguments against the assumption that 
Ezekiel is referring to some legendary hero. The 
Dan’el of Ras Shamra is at best a mythological 
character. Little is really known of him. On the 
other hand, Ezekiel knew the Daniel of Scripture. 
He had seen this young Daniel taken into captivety 
and he doubtless knew of the wondrous act of 
Daniel’s in interpreting the dream of the king 
Nebuchadnezzar. Doubtless also he had heard of 
the steadfastness of Daniel at the heathen court. 
When he spoke of the wisdom of Daniel, therefore, 
he was speaking aptly. There is every reason to 
believe that he was speaking not if some legendary 
hero, but of his younger contemporary. 


The book of Ezekiel should be read more than 
it is. It is a vertiable mine of beautiful thought. It 
portrays the majesty and glory of God in solemn 
and sublime fashion. As we read it, may we ever 
be humbled before the great God of Whom it 
speaks, 
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Sabbath School Lesson 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Oct. 19: The Creative 
Power Of Faith 


Scripture: Hebrews 11-13; Genesies 12:1 - 9. De- 
votional Reading: Romans 5:1-8. 


Faith: is the Foundation Grace, By it we are 
justified, and the door is opened for us into all 
the treasure house of the unsearcheable riches 
of Christ. We then have access to all those graces 
which go to form a noble character. Faith is not 
dead; it has creative power. It leads to peace 
and patience, to hope and love, The Holy Spirit 
of God is shed abroad in our hearts. Let us see in 
our lesson: 


I. Faith Created Heroes in the Past. Hebrews 
11. This chapter is God’s Honor Roll of Old Testa- 
ment Heroes of Faith. Faith in them was not dead: 
it led them to be heroic characters; to perform 
heroic deeds. It was a great Creative Power in their 
lives. 


“The elders obtained a good report, (had wit- 
ness born to them). These men became good wit- 
nesses for God. 


“Through faith we understand.” Faith lies at the 
basis of knowledge of God and of His marvellous 
works. We. believe in God and in His Creative 
power, and so we can study His world and under- 
stand its mysteries. The scientist who refuses to 
believe, will never know very much real truth about 
God’s universe. Atheistic and agonistic — philo- 
sophers do not have a starting point: they have to 
guess and suppose and spin out of their own minds 
systems which may seem very learned, but which 
in reality are utter folly. This is what makes the 
works of men like Darwin and Huxley not only 
valueless, but harmful. 


“By. faith Abel offered a more perfect sacri- 
fice.”’ Faith teaches us. to. worship aright: in fact, 
we cannot worship at all without it, for such wor- 
ship would be mockery. There have always been 
these two kinds of would-be worshippers: those 
without. faith, and those with faith. 


“By faith Enoch—pleased God.” “Without faith 
it is-impossible to please Him.” Enoch’s biography 
is-very short, but very revealing. Enoch walked 
with God, witnessed. for God (See Jude 14), 
went home to God, pleased God. God is well- 
pleased- with those who trust-Him, and walk with 


Him. -Is our life pleasing to-God? Are we walking 
with Him? 


“By faith Noah—prepared an ark.” Faith leads 
to preparation; it fills with Godly fear, as we read 
His solemn warnings about judgment to come. Such 
fear is “the beginning of knowledge.” The man 
who refuses~-to--believe- will never get ready for 
the Judgment Day. 


“By faith Abraham—obeyed.” Faith leads to 
obedience. Abraham believed God and it was im- 
puted to him for righteousness, but it was the 
kind. of faith that works—works by obedience 
and love. Do not dare say, “I believe,” if you do not 
obey: true faith is never disobedient. 


“By faith Isaac—Jacob—Joseph,” all had visions 
of the future and looked forward to the glorious 
things to come. Faith opens our eyes. These men 
had faith to live, and they had faith to die, and 
on their death-beds they saw what God had in 
store for their children. 


“By faith Moses,” (1) made a great choice, re- 
fusing to be called the son of Pharoah’s daughter, 
and gave up a throne in Egypt to become a suf- 
ferer with God’s people, (2) Saw the real treasures 
in Christ rather than earthly treasure, (3) en- 
dured as seeing Him Who is invisible, (4) did im- 
possible deeds—escaped death in Egypt, went 
through the Red Sea and the walls of Jericho. 


“What shall I more say’? Faith led these other 
men and women to perform mighty deeds, to endure 
terrible suffering, persecution, and hardships, to 
live lives far above the world, to obtain a good re- 
port. 


This is an imposing array—‘“cloud of witnesses.” 
They show us the creative power of faith, both 
in their characters and in their deeds. 


II. Faith will make Heroes Today: Hebrews 12 - 
13. God has even better things for us. Faith has a 
clearer and more abundant evidence now than 
when these patriarchs lived so nobly. If faith had 
power before Christ came, what will it not do 
for us who live in the light of Gospel Revelation? 


I. It will enable us to Run the Race. 12:1-4. These 
heroes ran well; we should run even better. We 
can lay aside every weight and sin; we can run with 
patience; for we can look to Jesus, the Author 
and Finisher, (Perfector), of our faith. We not 
only have His great, inspiring example; we have 
His great power to sustain and help—to perfect 
our faith. The men of the Old Testament times 
were “running in the dark,” so to speak: the light 
was not clear; yet they ran a good race. How 
much more should we run with patience and suc- 
cess our appointed race! 


2. It will strengthen us to Endure Chastening: 
5 - 11. Are we afraid of suffering, when our Master 
suffered and resisted unto blood? We know that 
God loves us; He proved it in Christ; therefore we 
can endure His chastening hand. Our way may be 
hard, but it can never be as hard as the way to 
Calvary. Our Saviour endured more than we will 
ever be called upon to endure: let us consider Him. 


3, It will encourage us to live cheerful, correct 
and peaceful lives, always alert and watchful, 
for we know the perils which beset our pathway. 
(Vs. 12—17). 


4. Faith links us with “those things which cal- 
not be shaken”: God’s throne; God’s Word; God’s 
Kingdom. (Vss. 18-28). 


5. Faith leads us to serve Him acceptably with 
reverence and Godly fear, making us “perfect 
in every good work to do His will, working in you 
that which is well pleasing in His sight.” (Vs 
28 and 29 of Chapter 12, with 1-21 of Chapter 13). 
“I will show you my faith by my works,” says 
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James, and the author of Hebrews says the same 
thing, for he is speaking of a “living faith.” Faith 
leads to love, purity contentment; to steadfastness 
and obedience—in short, to be “perfect in every 
good work.” 


Ill. Faith Builds a Great Nation: Genesis 12:1-9. 
We have seen what faith does in the hearts and 
lives of men: it creates Great Men. But it also 
created a Great Nation—the Jewish Race. 


“T will make of thee a great nation,” said God 
to Abram, and he believed the promise of God, and 
so from Sarah and Abraham, through faith, there 
sprang the whole Hebrew race, and what a nation 
it has been! 


“T will bless them that bless thee.” This promise 
has been kept. The nations that have been kind 
to the Jews have been honored and blessed of 
God, and those that have persecuted God’s chosen 
people have been cursed. We have seen a very 
striking example of this with our own eyes in our 
day. 


“In thee shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed.” This statement needs no proof. In Christ, 
our Savior, the whole world has been richly blessed 
and the Church of Jesus Christ is a splendid ful- 
fillment of this prophecy and promise. 


“Unto thy seed will I give this land.” Palestine 
belongs to the Jew. It is the one piece of land 
that has a clear title which goes back to the 
Creator and Owner of the Universe. There might 
be some dispute as to England’s title to India, or 
even of our title to America, but there is no flaw 
in this land grant of Palestine to the Jew. 


The faith of Abraham and Sarah made of their 
children a great nation, gave them the land of 
promise, and blessed the world through this na- 
tion. 


Faith built our nation, too. It had its part in 
the creation of America. There was a certain sort 
of faith in Columbus: there was a far better and 
nobler faith in many of those who came later to 
seek a place where they could worship God in 
peace and quietness. 


Is the “Faith of our Fathers” our faith today? 
Is America trusting Him, or trusting self? No 
nation can endure long without the power of a 
living faith. When men lose their faith, they perish; 
when nations lose their fatih—‘forget God’— 
they die. Is our nation forgetting God? 


Are we forgetting Him in our own lives? “Have 
faith in God.” 


Lesson For Oct. 26: Religion 
In Practice 


Scripture: James 1-2; Matthew 25:34-46. De- 
votional Reading: Matthew 7:15-27. 


_We would rather call it, “Christianity in Prac- 
tice,” for we are not concerned with religion in 


general, but with the only true religion—Chris- 
tianity. 


“There was an earnest Christian in a certain 
town who was a barber. He noticed one week 
a great increase in his volume of business. Upon 
making inquiry he found that the barber at the 
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other end of the village was ill. When the week 
was ended he took all that he had made above 
his average and carried it to his brother in 
business with his Christian sympathy. Here, of a 
truth, is the practice of Christianity as well as its 
belief” (The Epworth Herald). 


Christ tells us in the Sermon on the Mount 
(Dev. Read.), that we may know true religion by 
its fruits. Many false prophets have come, and 
many false religions, but we can tell the false from 
the true—“By their fruits ye shall know them.” 
Then, too, not all that bears the name, “Chris- 
tianity,” rings true for there are apostate and 
adulterated brands. 


We can see a big difference also in professing 
Christians, even though they may belong to thor- 
oughly evangelical churches. Some are content to 
say, “Lord, Lord,” and do not the will of God. We 
do not always practice what we preach. 


Some are building on the sand, and when the 
storms come their houses will be destroyed. Only 
those who build on the rock can survive. 


So this practicing of our religion is a very 
important thing. 


I. Applied Christianity: James 1-2. James is very 
plain and outspoken in his treatment of this sub- 
ject. Let us take a little test and see where we 
stand. 


Can we stand the strain of trials, or is our brand 
of Christianity a fair-weather brand? Do we con- 
sider temptations, (or trials) a joy? Do these 
trials perfect our faith? Do we know the source 
of temptation? (In the sense in which we usually 
use this word). 


Do we lack wisdom? If so, do we know where 
and how to get it? 


Do we recognize our frailty and realize that we 
are like the grass of the field? Have we ever 
prayed the prayer, “Lord, teach me how frail I 
am?” 


Are we “Doers of the Word,” and not hearers 
only? Have we ever gazed long and deeply into 
the mirror of the law and seen ourselves as God 
sees us? 


Have we a bridle on our tongues? (Study Chap- 
ter 3). 


Do we know James’ definition of pure and 
undefiled religion? Are we kind and pure, un- 
spotted from the world, and doing what we can to 
relieve the poor and needy in the world? 


Do we judge a man by the clothes he wears or 
the amount of property he owns, or do we, like 
God, look on his heart? Is character more im- 
portant in our eyes than wealth? 


Is our faith living or dead? A living faith 
works by love; it makes us love our neighbors 
as ourselves and obey the royal law of God in 
every respect. 


Works are an evidence, or proof, of real faith. 
Measured in this way, is our faith real? 


Abraham is the great example of faith: he was 
counted righteous because be believed: but his 
faith led him to obey the call and to follow where 


God led. He was jjustified by a living, working, 
faith. Is our faith like his? 


A few questions like these will make us realize 
that it is not easy to practice our religion. The 
practice part is the hard part. 


But let us remember that we must make the tree 
good before we can have good fruit. The heart 
must be changed before the life can be changed, 
Out of the heart proceed all manner of evil things, 
A good tree cannot bear evil fruit, neither can a 
corrupt tree bear good fruit. 


II. Ministering to Christ: Matthew 25:34-46. 
Christ spent His life ministering to others. Wher- 
ever He went He healed and helped those who need- 
ed a Great Physician, a Good Shepherd, a Sublime 
Teacher, and a Strong Deliverer. How often we 
read, “He had compassion on the multitude,” or 
on some poor sinsick soul! They were as sheep 
having no shepherd; they were sick and enslaved; 
they needed His healing touch or His power to de- 
liver them from the evil one. No service was too 
hard or too menial for Him. He not only min- 
istered to men, but gave His life a ransom for 
men, 


He told His disciples to go and do as He had 
done: as the Father sent Him, He was now sending 
them: they were to act for Him. 


Christians are the “Body of Christ.” When we 
minister to them, we are therefore ministering 
to Him. Are there those who are hungry or thirsty 
or naked, or sick or in prison? Then when we aid 
them we are helping Christ. (And when we neglect 
them, we are neglecting Christ). 


We often feel as though we would have given 
almost anything to have ministered to Him, as the 
loyal band of women did, when He was here in the 
flesh. Here is our golden opportunity.. When we 
help His brethren, we help Him, 


This spirit of our Master goes far beyond the 
body of Christians. He ministered to those who 
needed Him everywhere, and He sends us forth to 
teach, and preach, and heal in His name. We have 
here the program for our Mission work. We go in 
the Spirit of Him who came to a lost and ruined 
world, and spent His life in humble, sacrificing 
service. 


But there are deeper needs than the needs of 
the body. Jesus never healed the body without try- 
ing to reach the soul. “Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee,” He said to the sick of the palsy. He fed the 
five thousand men, and then spent far more time 
trying to feed their souls on the bread which came 
down from heaven. He showed them ever so plainly 
that they were not to labor for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that endures unto life 
eternal. 


So the picture in this chapter takes on a far 
deeper meaning. Are the souls of men perishing? 
Are they spiritually hungry and thirsty, sick and 
in the prison house of sin, led captive by the devil? 
Are they like lost sheep wandering about without 
a shepherd? Are they strangers from the fold and 
family of God? Are they dying in sin? 


Our greatest mission, as His, is to the needs of 
the soul. Are we taking Christ to the lost and 
ruined men around us? He that gives a cup 0 
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cold water in the name of Christ shall not lose 
his reward, but, “they that turn many to righteous- 
ness shall shine as the stars forever and ever.” 
“He that is wise winneth souls.” 


The Spirit of Christ leads us to do all we can 
for the suffering bodies of men. That is good; but 
there is something even better. When we accom- 
pany this with the far greater work of trying to 
feed and clothe and free and cure their sin-sick 
souls, then we are rejoicing the heart of Him Who 
gave His life a ransom for the captives, shed His 
blood to take away sin, and gave His body to be 
broken that the world might be fed. 


“The bread that bringeth strength I want to give, 
The water pure that bids the thirsty live: 


I want to help the fainting day by day. 
I’m sure I shall not pass again this way.” 


I want to give the oil of joy for tears, 

The faith to conquer crowding doubts and fears. 
Beauty for ashes may I give alway. 

I’m sure I shall not pass again this way.” 


“T know a soul that is steeped in sin, 
That no man’s art can cure; 

But I know a Name, a Name, a Name 

That can make that soul all pure. 


I know a life that is lost to God, 
Bound down by the things of earth; 

But I know a Name, a Name, a Name 
That can bring that soul new birth.” 





Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Oct. 19: Actions Speak 
Louder Than Words 


Introduction 


One night I dropped into a young people’s 
society meeting, and as I came in a young relative 
of mine was making a talk on “courtesy and con- 
sideration.” She made an excellent talk on the 
subject but I had been in her home many times 
and witnessed many things that she had condemned 
in her talk. After it was over I sided up to her and 
said,” Say, that was a good talk, and I am going to 
be on the lookout to see how it works when you 
try it out at dinner next Sunday.” She replied 
quickly, “Oh I am not going to try that out at 
home. That was church talk.” The Church of the 
living God is suffering today from lack of influ- 
ence and power because all too many of us have 
left so many of the things for which the church 
stands in the realm of “church talk.” What we do 
speaks so loud people can’t hear what we say, but 
when our church talk becomes everyday actions 
then we will get somewhere. 


There is a verse of Scripture from our Lord 
that reminds us that what we say in church is for 
all of life or it is for none of life. Let’s look at it. 


SCRIPTURE TEXT 


John 13:17 


1. Religion is for the Mind. If you know these 
things. 


2. Religion is for the emotions—happy are you. 
3. Religion is for the Life—if you do them. 
_ We must know Christian truth and we must act 
it. When we do we shall find happiness and power 
In our faith. All too often we try to get out with 
a one-third or a two-thirds religion. But it won’t 
work. To be real it must go all the way. 
Suggestions 


Some one can give a talk on “church talk” and 
bring out that we must know, feel and do. Then 


the group might discuss wherein they have failed 
in the “doing” and discuss what they might do that 
they have left undone. 


Your group knows that men and women out of 
Christ are lost, without God in this world or in 
the world to come; therefore they can not live 
happy Christian lives unless they do something 
about it. Maybe they can start an outpost chapel, 
or conduct some street meetings, or distribute 
some tracts to their friends, or help survey the com- 
munity to get ready for an evangelistic campaign, 
or visit the young people on the list in a visitation 
evangelism campaign. 


Your group knows that many people are lonely 
and discouraged; therefore they can not live happy 
Christian lives unless they do something about it. 
Maybe they can go as a group and conduct a meet- 
ing in an old ladies’ home, in a hospital, in a jail, 
or in some homes where people live alone. 


Your group knows that no one can live the 
Christian life alone, and separated from group 
prayer and Bible study; therefore they can never 
live happy Christian lives unless they do something 
about it. Maybe they can form little groups that 
will start neighborhood Bible classes, or Bible 
clubs in school, or small persona] workers’ groups, 


Your group knows that no Christian can be con- 
tent when others around are not being treated fair- 
ly and are not having every opportunity in life; 
inerefore they can never live a happy Christian 
life unless they do something about it. Maybe 
your group can hunt out some group of young peo- 
ple from across the tracks, or from another race, 
and start some kind of a work among them in 
which both ~roups are brought together in Chris- 
tian fellowship. 


Oct. 26: All In The Presbyterian 
Family 


Introduction 


Not long ago I called on a good Presbyterian 
woman whom I had never seen before. She was 
visiting in our community and had become ill. When 
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I stepped into the room and told her that I was 
the pastor of the Presbyterian church she greeted 
me with these words. “I sure am proud to be a 
Presbyterian. I believe that the Baptists and the 
Methodists and all the rest will get to heaven, but 
when they get there they will surely be surprised 
at how right we Presbyterians are.” 


Maybe this lady was a litile too proud, and yet 
we ought to earnestly seek to make our Church 
so comfortable to the revealed will of God that 
we can be proud of it. But as I go around and 
listen to people tell me how proud they are that 
they are Presbyterians I always have a little idea 
running around loose in my mind. As I listen 
to those people I am wondering if they would 
be prouder or less proud if suddenly on one Sun- 
day morning all the Presbyterians were to meet 
in one place for worship. 


As you took your seat you might have a full 
blooded Indian sitting next to you on your left, 
for our church has work among the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw tribes of southeastern Oklahoma, with 
several mission schools. . 


On your right you might have a Mexican, for 
the largest foreign-speaking work of our Home 
Mission committee is among the Mexicans along 
the Texas border. 


You would find a good sprinkling of Negroes 
among the congregation from the four presbyteries 
of Snedecor Memoria] Synod. Also among the 
group would be mountain people, Italians, Latin 
Americans, Chinese, Jews, Hungarians, and French. 
Get the Home Mission Committee report and look 
up about all these folks. 


Wouldn’t it be great to get them all together 
some Sunday morning? Can’t be done right now 
but it will be done some morning when our Lord 
gathers all His church home to meet Him. In that 
day we shall all meet about His throne, Presby- 
terians along with all others who believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, But there will be some of 
these folks missing. Why? Because somebody failed 
to tell them of Jesus and His love. Will there be 
any missing because you and I[ failed? There will 
be unless the words of Paul become really and 
truly the sentiments of our hearts and lives. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Romans 1:8-17 


In these verses Paul reveals the normal attitude 
every Christian must have if that Christian is to 
be of any value to our Lord Jesus Christ. 


1. Sincere thanksgiving for Christian fellowship. 
Verses 8-9. Do you ever think what your life 
would be like without the fellowship of other 
Christians? Is your fellowship with other Chris- 
tians a source of inspiration and encouragement 
to you? 


2. Earnest desire to have a spiritual ministry for 
the Lord. Verse 10-13. Do you really want to be 
used of the Lord? Are you willing to get rid of 
anything in your life that would keep God from 
using you? Are you willing to do anything that 
God wants you to? 


3. Deep sense of obligation to all men. Verse 14. 
Are you content to live the best that you can 
and let the other fellow get along as best he can? 
Do you have a deep down feeling that you just 
must tell others of our Lord? 
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4, Whole-hearted willingness to spend and be 
spent. Verse 15. Do you serve God with the left- 
overs of your time, energy, and money? Does God 
have first call on all that you are and have? 


5, Courageous testimony to the saving power of 
Christ. Verse 16-17. Is your Christian life an ef- 
fort to live right and go to church? Is your Chris- 
tian life a passion and power that comes from 
laying your all on Christ, a passion to know 
Christ and make Him known? 


Suggestions 


This program is intended to familiarize your 
group with the Home Mission work of our church. 
Use the opening idea of the kinds of members we 
have, then study the Scripture to emphasize the 
attitude we should have toward all these groups, 
and then assemble your material concerning the 
work of our home missions committee. This pro- 
gram should not only make your group see what 
their dollar to the committee does but also make 
the program appeal to their desire to help in a per- 
sonal way and even consider the call to full time 
work. 





Wings For The Soul 
“The Lost Sheep” 


’Twas a sheep, not a lamb, that strayed away, 
In the parable Jesus told— 

A grown-up sheep, that had gone astray, 
From ninety and nine in the fold. 


Out on the hillside, out in the cold, 
’Twas a sheep the Good Shepherd sought; 
And back to the flock, safe into the fold, 
’Twas a sheep the Good Shepherd brought. 


And why for the sheep should we earnestly long, 
And earnestly hope and pray? 

Because there is danger if they go wrong, 
They may lead the lambs asiray, 


For the lambs will follow the sheep, you know, 
Wherever the sheep may stray; 

When the sheep go wrong, it will not be long 
Till the lambs are as wrong as they. 


And so with the sheep we earnestly plead, 
For the sake of the lambs, today; 
If the lambs are lost, what terrible cost, 
Some sheep will have to pay, 
—Author Unknown. 


Wings For The Soul 
“The Hole In The Fence” 


There is a story told of a father who took his 
boy on his knee and told the story of the lost 
sheep; how it found a hole in the fence and 
crawled through; how glad it was to get away; 
how it skipped and played in the sunshine until it 
wandered so far that it could not find its way 
back home. And then he told him of the wolf that 
chased the sheep, and how, finally, the Good 
Shepherd came and rescued it and carried it back 
to the fold. 


The little boy was greatly interested and when 
the story was over, he surprised his father by ask- 
ing: “Did they nail up the hole in the fence?” 


How often we overlook “the hole in the 
fence!” —From “The Circuit Rider.” 
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Woman's Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’‘s Calendar 
October 1947 


. 1-4: Last days of Religious Education Week. 
. 5: World-wide Communion Sunday. 

. 6-31: Days in Home Mission Study Season. 
. 12-19: Church Paper Week. 


Oct. 19: Reformation Day (time for recalling our 
spiritual heritage). 


Oct. 26-31: Days in Week of Prayer and Self- 
Denial for Assembly’s Home Missions. 


Cirele Topic: “Have I Love That Works?” 


Memory Selection: Matthew 5:43-48. (See Guide- 
book for the Presbyterian Woman, Page 22). 


Auxiliary Topic: “Who Is My Neighbor Now?” 
Emphasis: Assembly’s Home Missions. 


—_~————— 


Our 1947 Group Conferences 


Group Conferences are calling our women just 
now. What a power for good are these more than 
350 meetings of women held at this time of the 
year throughout our Assembly! They are the 
springboard from which we go into the work of 
the last six months of our church year. They are 
the bureau of information whence the women re- 
ceive facts about the church program for which 
they have a responsibility. They are a Woman’s 
Work Exchange through which we learn of tried 
and successful methods of getting things done in 
tle Woman’s Auxiliary. They, also, are a source 
of inspiration which can be used to make us bet- 
ter evangels of the Gospel message. 


And, this fall, Group Conferences present a spe- 
cial opportunity—an explanation of our Presbyte- 
rian Program of 'Progress, and woman’s share in 
helping to attain the goals outlined by our Gen- 
eral Assembly in the five objectives of this pro- 
gram. 


Today presents an urgent call to Christians to 
present the Gospel of Christ as the only hope of 
man. Christ is the only answer. He is counting on 
His followers to give that message to the people 
of the world. Group Conferences offer to us an 
opportunity of further preparation to make our 
united witness to the Gospel of Christ. 


—Janie W. McGaughey. 


Assembly's Home Missions 
Season—Oct. 6 - Nov. 2 


From October 6 to November 2 will be this 
Church Year’s Assembly’s Home Mission Season. 
All organized groups in the local congregation 
will be participating in the season, and there is 
much for the Woman’s Auxiliary to do. Auxiliary 
Presidents and Secretaries of Assemblv’s Home 
Missions will receive, the first week in October, 
from the Executive Committee of Assembly’s 
Home Missions a portfolio containing samples of 
printed literature. These samples should be care- 


fully studied by the Secretary so that she may 
choose the ones that will most interest and chal- 
lenge her Auxiliary in the work of Assembly’s 
Home Missions. 


The Secretary should send to the. Educational 
Department, Executive Committee of Home Mis- 
sions, for suggestions for the best use of the Home 
Mission Handbook, From The Past To The Present. 
While this is not, according to the one who com- 
piled the material, a study book, it is a resource 
volume of great value in the study of Assembly’s 
Home Missions in that it clearly and accurately 
— the work done by our Church in this 

eld. 


Material for the observance of the Week of 
Prayer and Self-Denial for Home Missions, 
October 26 - November 2, will be sent to local 
Secretaries. Plans should be made early to make 
this week one of real meaning in the life of the 
Auxiliary. No Auxiliary should fail to observe it! 


In the October Presbyterian Survey will be 
found an excellent article, “Adventures In Colo- 
nizing,” which is to be used as part of the Circle 
Program. The Auxiliary Program tonic is: “Who 
Is My Neighbor Now?” a telling auestion 
which should be asked on a carefully worked-out 
program in the local Auxiliary. 


——@——— 


Our Women Share In 
Visitation Evangelism 
By Mrs. William McCorkle* 


For a long while, “Visitation Evangelism” had 
been just somethine to read about in the Church 
papers, but, in February, we began this great 
program in our own Church, and now it has 
become the life and heart of the Church. It is a 
vrogram—not a “season,” nor a “series of meet- 
ings’—but a program that continues to reap in 
“the fields white already to harvest.” 


It is not my purpose to tell how this plan was set 
up and carried out, but rather to recount some of 
the things that have been happening in our Church 
as a result, 


What Has Been The Result? 


People are always interested in numbers. Well, 
“the Lord added to the Church daily,” and there 
were 52 who stood before the altar that first 
Sunday morning to be received into the fellowship 
of the Church. By the end of the Church year, 
there were 108. Others continue to come as the 
invitation is repeatedly given. 


It is a great thing to have more and more 
people reached for Christ, but there is a greater 
satisfaction in the assurance that these who come 
are not mere “numbers,” but that each one of them 
has talked about his Christian faith and life with 
at least two people other than his family and 
minister. His Christian commitment, therefore, has 
more promise of sincerity and permanence. 
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Also, those who have visited and even those who 
have been visited find that it is a happy experience 
to talk about the Christian life and all the wonder- 
ful things that God has done for us, so they go on 
to tell others—and the circle grows. 


The outstanding result, of course, is in the 
deepening of the spiritual life of the entire Church. 
As ever increasing numbers of people cannot “talk 
about Him in the way” without growing spiritually 
and without that spiritual growth becoming leaven 
“that leaveneth the whole lump”... 


What part can the women have in the promotion 
of the visitation evangelism campaign? 


Preparation 


“Let none hear you idly saying, ‘There is nothing 
I can do.’”? When any movement is a success, you 
may be very sure that somewhere behind the lines 
there are those who have done the chores necessary 
for smoother accomplishment. Here there are al- 
ways tables to be set, meals to be served, dishes 
to be washed, lists to be checked, cards to be 
typed and sorted, telephoning to be done. Whether 
you are a Homemaker or a Business Woman, there 
is always something “right in your line” if you 
really want to help. 


Visitation 


Following the plan which has been blessed over 
the Assembly, our pastor selected only a few to do 
the actual visiting, but, contrary to the usual plan, 
almost half of these were women. Some visited 
with their husbands; other very successful team- 
were made up of two women who went together to 
visit other women. 


The most important single realization impressed 
upon the minds and hearts of those visiting was 
the fact that they were not seeking Church member- 
ship, but were constantly extending an invitation 
on a higher plane to unite, or re-unite, with Christ, 
the Head of the Church. 


It has been thrilling just to call some of the 
women who visited and hear them say—one after 
the other—“This is the most wonderful thing that 
has ever happened to me.” “I don’t know anything 
that has meant so much to my own Christian life.” 


Assimilation 


When I called one Visitor and asked what the 
Visitation Program had meant to her, after the 
usual expression of gratitude for the personal 
blessing to her own life, she continued, “Aside 
from the joy that God has privileged me to talk 
with others about Him, there are many very 
simple things that have brought me great satisfac- 
tion. It makes me feel good inside to look around 
the congregation and see a couple or a person here 
and there who feel more at home and comfortable 
in the Church because I was able to introduce them 
to some congenial people, or help them find the 
suitable Church group where they could find friends 
and interests.” Another said, “I made it a point to 
introduce a couple to the members of our Church 
who live in their neighborhood.” Another, “The 
pastor asked us to act as “sponsors’ for individuals 
contacted by us and we have tried to follow up 
by helping them to get acquainted in various 
Church activities.” Invitations have thus been ex- 
tended to Church-night suppe:s, Auxiliary meetings, 
Couples Class, etc. and appointmen:s made to 
actually bring the new friends for the first time 





a 





or two rather than just tell them about the 
meetings. 


Another Visitor remarked that as she and her 
husband had visited, they had become conscious 
of the needs of people in a city for the first time. 
Among other things, they became aware of the 
utter loneliness of people and of the sincere 
pleasure with which they welcomed a contact in 
the Church. It was a revelation to the visitors of 
how God made a blessing of their efforts to be 
friendly in His Name. 


Prayer 


Here again is a way in which every woman can 
share in bringing about the blessing which comes to 
the individual and the Church through Visitation 
Evangelism. 


Prayer is the greatest working force in the world. 
It is a power that can be used effectively when all 
other means fail. It is a power that must undergird 
those who go out to visit and that must prepare 
hearts to receive them. It is more important to be 
asked to Pray than it is to be asked to Visit! 
The prayer that is needed is not easy. It is not just 
.emembered when the visitors are going out and 
have petitions that “God will bless their efforts” 
pass through one’s mind as hands are busy at other 
tasks. Real prayer is hard work. It is putting other 
things aside and seeking the Quiet Place to make 
earnest intercession. 


In our Church, when announcement was made of 
the Visitation Program, all were invited to share 
in it through prayer, but among particular groups 
that »rayed especially for this work were the 
Session, the Prayer Meeting, the Auxiliary Prayer 
Circle, and the Shut-Ins. This last group is one that 
we often overlook and thereby miss a great blessing 
for they pray with power. They welcome a special 
prayer opportunity that they may share in the 
vital work of the Church. Many of them have 
access to a telephone and can be kept informed 
about the progress of the Visitation and the 
immediate needs for prayer. 


The account of the growth of the Early Church 
goes hand in hand with the account of that group 
of both men and women who “continued stead- 
fastly in prayer.”’ Long ago, when Jesus said, “the 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are 
few,” He also continued “Pray ye...” After all 
these hundreds of years, the fields are still un- 
harvested. Is it because we have not prayed? 


*Westminster Presbyterian Church, St. Louis, 
Missouri. 





Righteous Before God 


To the question, How art thou righteous before 
God? this satisfying answer is given by the Heidel- 
berg Cathecism: “Only by a true faith in Jesus 
Christ; so that, though my conscience accuse me, 
that I have grossly transgressed all the commands 
of God, and kept none of them, and am still in- 
clined to all evil; notwithstanding, God, without 
any merit of mine, but only of mere grace, grants 
and imputes to me, the perfect satisfaction, 
righteousness, and holiness of Christ; even so, aS 
if I never had had, nor committed any sin; yea, 
as if I had fully accomplished all that obedience 
which Christ hath accomplished for me; inasmuch 
as I embrace such benefit with a believing heart.’ 
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The Proposed Union: 
Amending The Constitution 
By Indirection © 


By Rev. J. Robertson McMahon, D.D. 
Wetumpka, Ala. 


When in 1870 the Old School and the New 
School Presbyterian Churches were reunited, the 
two uniting Assemblies solemnly. declared that, 
while members of the united Church would be 
asked to contribute to the boards of the Church, 
nevertheless they would be “free to cast their 
contributions into other channels, if they desired 
to do so.” See Minutes O.S. pp. 916-7; N. S. p. 
278.) In keeping with this solemn undertaking, 
the Constitution of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church reads as follows: “Offerings received may 
be apportioned among the boards of the Church 
and among other benevolent and Christian objects, 
under the supervision of the church session, in 
such proportion and on such general plan as may 
from time to time be determined; but the specific 
designation of any offering for any cause or 
causes shall always be respected and the will of 
the donor carried out.”” See Directory of Worship, 
Sec. III, Chap. VI. 


During the generations which followed from 
1870 to 1984, members of the Church were en- 
couraged to contribute millions of dollars to the 
boards of the Church and at the same time “to 
east their contributions into other channels,” 
such as the Y. M. C. A., the Y. W. C. A., the 
China-Inland Mission, ete. Throughout those sixty 
years and more very large sums of money were 
given to these “other benevolent and Christian 
objects” and credit taken for them by the North- 
ern Presbyterian Church as “contributions to 
benevolences.”’ 


Until 1934 the meaning of the words above 
quoted, appearing in the Concurrent Declarations 
of the assemblies of 1870 and the Directory of 
Worship, was deemed to be crystal clear. The 
idea had been set forth in such transparent Eng- 
lish that no one had ever wondered if the words 
could have a hidden meaning, or be construed 
to mean something else. But with the advent of 
the Independent Board of Foreign Missions the 
self-styled liberals felt that something had to be 
done. Accordingly, a broadside, entitled “Studies 
of the Constitution,” was prepared, in which it 
is declared that the members of the Church, and 
the Sessions of the Church, have, and all along 
have had, a very mistaken idea as to the meaning 
of those words “other channels,” “other benevo- 
lent and Christian objects,” ete. So far as this 
writer knows, the authorship of these “Studies” 
has never been officially announced nor admitted, 
though both in public and in private the honor 
of having compiled the “Studies” is invariably 
given to Dr. William B. Pugh, now the Stated 
Clerk of the General Assembly of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church and, apparently, the official 
candidate for the office of stated clerk of the 
General Assembly of the ‘“Re-united’” Church. 
(When in 1938, Dr. Pugh was elected Stated 
Clerk of the General Assembly, in succession to 
Dr, Lewis §. Mudge, one of the strong arguments 





put forth by some of Dr. Pugh’s friends was 
that it was he who had produced the “Studies.” 
No such claim was made for the other candidate 
for the office.) 


According to the “Studies” the obvious mean- 
ing of the words in dispute is not the correct 
meaning. The words do not really mean that 
members of the Church will be asked to con- 
tribute to the Boards and Agencies of the Church, 
but that they must do so whether they are willing 
or not. Further, while such expressions as “free 
to cast their contributions into other channels, 
if they so desire’ and “any offering for any 
cause” may seem to be broad enough to include 
the Independent Board for Foreign Missions, no 
intelligent person would arrive at that conclusion! 


Many in the Church, while utterly opposed to 
the actions of the Modernists which had brought 
the Independent Board into being, were of the 
opinion that the “Fundamentalists” were unwise 
to organize the board, But the “Studies” be- 
longed to a different category; they were in dis- 
regard of both the letter and the spirit of the 
Church’s constitution and the Concurrent Declara- 
tion of the Assemblies prior to the union of 1870. 


It was at a meeting held in April, 1934, that the 
author presented his “Studies” to the General 
Council. Some of its members were quick to recog- 
nize it as a most provocative specimen of’ argu- 
mentation. In particular they wondered how the 
Independent Board could be placed beyond the 
pale so long as the words, “any offering for any 
cause,” remained in the constitution. However only 
a few minor changes were made in the draft 
“Studies”; but it was agreed that, instead of a 
period of thirty days, there should be a period 
of ninety days granted Presbyteries in which to 
take action against their vagabond brethren who 
persisted in giving their support to the Indepen- 
dent Board. It was also agreed, at that same 
meeting of the General Council, that the “Studies” 
should not be printed in the Genera] Assembly’s 
Blue Book, inasmuch as there was no way by 
which the commissioners to the assembly could 
be informed as to what was to be proposed with- 
out putting every ame damnee on the alert and 
giving him an opportunity to prepare his defence. 
These plans were carried out and the “Studies” 
presented to the assembly—without warning. 


(Through an “anonymous” friend, the writer 
of this article had come to possess a copy of the 
“Studies” before the first of May 1934, but the 
story of the meeting of the General Council had 
been given to him “in confidence”; consequent- 
ly, he was unable to divulge the secret plans to 
any of his friends connected with the Indepen- 
dent Board). 


Two things to be noted here particularly! The 
first is this: In 1926 the General Assembly had 
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re-affirmed a number of unmixed and unmingled 
truths, such as: “The General Assembly did not 
make the Constitution . . . the Constitution made 
the General Assembly”; “The only way in which 
the General Assembly can bring about a change 
in our Form of Government or Book of Discipline 
or Directory of Worship is by proposing the 
change to the presbyteries, and having it approved 
by a majority of all the presbyteries”; and “It 
would be intolerable if the General Assembly, 
whose powers are limited by the Constitution, 
could, even when sitting as a court, amend by 
indirection, the organic law of the Church, which 
contains within itself provision for effecting 
orderly changes.” But in 1934, by indirection, 
the General Assembly. amended, or sought to 
amend, Section III of Chapter VI of the Directory 
of Worship. 


The second js this: In 1930 the General As- 
sembly in “clearly and accurately” defining the 
authority of the Genera] Council. declared that 
“business of a doctrinal or judicial character 
shall not be originated by the General Council of 
the General Assembly.” But in 19384, acting on 
the advice set forth in the “Studies,” the General 
Assembly threw this “clearly and accurately” de- 
fined judgment to the winds. 


As the Apostle Paul reminds us, all flesh ts 
not the same flesh. And all government is not the 
same government, even when it has the word 
“Presbyterian” attached to it. There is govern- 
ment by men, who, by indirection, change the very 
laws which they have vowed to uphold. 


—— 2 


The Precious Blood Of 
Christ 


“The blood of Christ! O my brethren, what 
blood the blood of Christ must he! What wonder- 
ful, what wonder-workine blood! What amazing 
blood! How can even the blood of Christ atone for, 
and make amends to God and man for. all our 
envv, and malice. and murder of men’s bodies. 
sovls. and reputations? The more I think of that 
—I do not know, I cannot tell, I cannot imagine. 
And then, not atonement and amends only. not 
bare pardon for all the past onlv. hut eternal life, 
and all that leads up to eternal life, and all that 
eternal life is and contains. For the Holy Ghost 
is also the purchase of Christ’s blood, a new heart 
also, and a whole lifetime of the means of grace. 
The Bible also, the Sabbath day. the J.ord’s table, 
a minister after God’s own heart, deep divine, 
unsearchable providences. a peaceful death-bed, a 
happy resurrection morning, a place at the right 
hand of the Judge, an open acknowledgement and 
acquital on the day of judgement, ‘Come, ye 
blessed of My Father,’ and then a mansion with 
our own name in blood nvon its door-vost and 
its lintel to all eternity! Yes, precious blood in- 
deed! What blood that mus be that can so outcry 
and drown silent in its devths all the accusing cries 
that are even now going un to God all behind me 
and all around me! I feel that I would need a 
whole Redeemer and all His redeeming blood to 
myself. But then after that foun‘ain filled with 
blood has drowned in the devths of the sea all the 
accusations that my sinfn] life has raised against 
me. that same blood will still flow for you and 
will do the same service for you. And the blood 
of Christ is the same blood yesterday, today, and 
forever.” —Alexander Whyte. 





——. 





Wings For The Soul 
He Leadeth Me 


In pastures green? Not always; sometimes He 
Who knowest best, in kindness leadeth me 
In weary ways where heavy shadows be, 


Out of the sunshine, warm and soft and bright, 
Out of the sunshine into darkest nicht; 
I oft would faint with sorrow and affright. 


Only for this—I know He holds my hand; 
So, whether in the green or desert land, 
I trust, although I may not understand. 


And by still waters? No, not always so; 
Ofttimes the heavy tempests round me blow, 
And o’er my soul the waves and billows go. 


But when the storm beats loudest, and I cry 
Aloud for help, the Master standeth by, 
And whispers to my soul, “Lo, it is I.” 


Above the tempest wild I hear Him say, 
“Beyond this darkness lies the perfect day; 
In every path of time I lead the way.” 


So. whether on the hill-tops high and fair 
T dwell, or in the sunless valleys where 
The shadows lie—what matter? He is there. 


And more than this: where’er the pathway lead, 
He gives to me no helpless, broken reed, 
But His own hand, sufficient for my need. 


So where He leads me I can safely go; 
And in the blest hereafter I shall know 
Why in His wisdom He hath led me so. 


Sabbath Reading, 
From “Aids to Endeavor.” 


—_——_.@—_—_. 


The Believer’s Only 
Comfort 


“What is thy only comfort in life and death?” 
asks the Heidelberg Catechism in its first aues- 
tion. It offers this answer for the believer: “That 
I with body and soul, both in life and death, am 
not my own, but belong unto my faithful Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who with His precious blood hath 
fully satisfied for all my sins, and delivered me 
from the power of the devil; and so preserves me, 
that without the will of my heavenly Father, not 
a hair can fall from my head; yea, that all things 
must be subservient to my salvation, And, there- 
fore, by His Holy Spirit, He also assures me of 
eternal life, and makes me sincerely willing and 
ready, henceforth, to life unto Him.” 


—_—_~>___— 
A Thanksgiving For Beauty 
O God, 


Thyself the perfection of beauty, 
Who lovest all things beautiful 
And through them are constantly 
Making Thyself known unto man: 
Teach us 


By the beauty that is in the world 
That nothing unbeautiful can live before Thee; 
And help our lives 


So to clothe themselves in beauty 
That even through us 
Thy glory may be made manifest. 


From “The Missionary Monthly,” 
May, 1947. 
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(Continued from Page 8) 

The story has been told of a tug-boat in Boston 
harbor which was so notorious for causing damage 
to other shipping and to the docks themselves that 
the boat was given the name, “Old Wrecker.” One 
day the tug came thru the various boats anchored 
in the harbor and up to the dock, making a 
perfect approach and landing. Some one on the 
dock called out, “What has happened to ‘Old 
Wrecker’ today?” and the reply from the bridge 
was, “We have a new captain on board.” 


When a new “Captain” takes charge of our lives 
Christian character is the result and purity of 
heart and life become possible. 


Too often we are impressed with our own 
goodness, forgetting that such righteousness is as 
“filthy rags’ in God’s sight. Not until Christ’s 
righteousness has been imputed to us can we be 
clean in His sight. 


For years the story in Matthew of the king’s 
feast seemed unfair to me. How could the guest 
have been expected to have a wedding garment 
when he was more or less dragged into the feast? 
But, after living in China I learned that in the 
East it was the custom of a ruler to provide 
garments for his guests when he invited them to 
some special occasion, Here then, we have a man 
who had deliberately refused to put on the gar- 
ment provided for him. When we refuse the gar- 
ment of Christ’s righteousness we have affronted 
Him and stand in filthy rags. 


Speaking of China—the Chinese character for 
righteousness is wonderfully revealing. It is com- 
posed of two separate characters—“yang,” for a 
sheep or lamb, and “O,” the personal pronoun 
me. When the lamb is placed above the personal 
prounoun we have “I,” which means righteousness. 
How true it is that when God looks down and sees 
between Himself and me the Lamb of God, that I 
become righteous in His sight 


Purity of heart and life is a way of daily living 
and it is His way for us. This entails daily Bible 
study, daily prayer and daily surrender of our wills 
to Him. A Christ-filled is a pure heart and it is 
renewed day by day as we use these means of 
grace He has given us. 


The beautiful designs we see in Chinese em- 
broidery are all done over paper designs pasted 
on the satin or silk. Many times I have seen an 
old woman with many thicknesses of paper folded 
and with ungainly, crude shears cutting out these 
intricale and lovely designs, Let us suppose that 
the scissors would say, “We know what is best, 
we will make our own design.” Surely the pattern 
would be marred. How often we mar the pattern 
God has designed for our lives by our wilfulness 
and unwillingness to submit to His will in our lives! 


The Puritans saved another generation in 
England. God give us men and women and boys 
and girls willing to be thought queer and who will 
set their faces like flint to, by God’s grace, live 
pure in heart and life. 





Reunion Is A Misnomer 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Concord, N. C. 


In speaking and writing of the proposed union 
of the US and USA Presbyterian churches the 
word Reunion is used. We will no doubt be often 
urged to forgive and forget and lay aside ail pre- 
judice and unite with the mother church from 
which we were separated 86 years ago. But is the 
USA church the same church from which we sepa- 


rated in 1861? If it is not, how can we call it a 
Reunion? 


The Presbyterian church has always attached 
great importance to doctrine. We are a doctrinal 
church. We have a creed. We know what we believe 
and why we believe it. Does the USA church now 
stand for the same doctrines that the Old School 
body from which we separated stood for at the 
time we separated? If it does then we can speak 


of reunion. If it does not then reunion is a mis- 
nomer, 


A little history will throw light on this question: 
In accordance with the Plan of Union adopted by 
the Presbyterians and Congregationalists in 1801 
a Presbyterian minister could be pastor of a Con- 
gtegational church and a Congregational minister 
pastor of a Presbyterian church, In either case 
the Congregational pastor and the Congregational 
church had representation in the courts of the 
Presbyterian church. This plan of union became 
unsatisfactory and in 1837 resulted in the division 
of the Presbyterian church into the Old School 
and New School bodies. The Old School then had 


126,583 members and the New School 106,000 
about the proportion of 5 to 4. The New School 
body was strong in the North but weak in the 
South. This division continued till the war of 1861. 


In 1857 the New School body divided into North 
and South over deliverances on the subject of 
slavery. In 1861 the Old School body divided and 
the Southern Presbyterian church was organized. 
In 1863 the United Synod of the South, the New 
School body, united with the Southern Presbyterian 
church, and brought us 12,000 members. While 
some of their ministers were considered unsound 
from the Old Schoo! standpoint, they had no Semi- 
nary, and could not and did not affect the doc- 
trinal standing of our church. 


In 1869 the Old School body in the North, 
from which we were separated and with which we 
agreed in doctrine, united with the New School 
body in the North. This body was strong and had 
three or four Seminaries, Auburn, Lane, and Union 
in New York. In 1870 a committee from the USA 
church came to our Assembly in session in Louis- 
ville, Ky. with an invitation to us to unite with 
them. The Chairman of the committee, Dr. Van 
Dyke, explained to our Assembly that they had not 
come to apologize for anything they had said about 
or against our church, that they were not re- 
sponsible for what the Old School body, from 
which we were separated, had said or done, that 
they were a different church entirely, that the Old 
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School body was a thing of the past. The New 
Schoo] body outnumbered the Old School body at 
that time about 3 to 2. According to the statement 
of their representative it was not the same church, 


It is true they had not changed the creed, but 
the New School interpretation of the creed domi- 
nated the USA church. The Old School interprets 
the creed strictly, while the New School interprets 
it with considerable latitude. All subscribe to the 
Standards of our church as containing the system 
of doctrine taught in the Scriptures. The Old 
School teach that the system of doctrine is like a 
chain—all the links—of which are necessary to 
bind the system together, The New School theology 
expanded the word system to mean that they could 
accept the doctrines in general terms but that 
each minister was at liberty to accept or reject 
any particular doctrine he might choose and still be 
an acceptable minister. They believed in the chain 
but not in all the links of the chain. The New 
School Seminaries, especially Union in New York, 
have given the orthodox or Old School element any 
amount of trouble. Dr. Charles A. Briggs was de- 
posed for heresy by the General Assembly in 1893 
but remained in that Seminary till his death in 
1913 teaching USA preachers. 


The USA church also compromised their doctrine 
when they united with the Cumberland Presby- 
terians in 1906. The Cumberlands were Armenians 
in doctrine and attached much importance to the 
“Declaratory Statement” which they claimed had 
changed some of the Presbyterian doctrines. The 
USA church received into the union about half of 
the Cumberlands and “‘benevolently appropriated” 
All of their property. 


The doctrine of the USA church was again 
compromised by the Auburn Affirmation in 1924. 
The General Assembly in 1910, 1916 and 1923 
declared that certain great doctrines are true and 
essential for ministers to believe and teach. 1293 
ministers over their signatures affirmed that the 
Assembly had no right to make such deliverances 
and that these certain doctrines were not es- 
sential and called them “theories.” The Assembly 
has never challenged their statements which they 
— to have made in the interest of peace and 
unity. 


In the 86 years since the separation of the Old 
School body into the Northern and Southern 
branches, the USA church has drifted far away 
in doctrine, become centralized in government, 
and has never been in harmony with itself since 
the union of the New School body in 1869. Such 
being the case, I want to ask the question that Dr. 
Benjamin B. Warfield, the able honored and dis- 
tinguished professor of theology in Princeton Semi- 
nary forty years ago, in opposing union with 
the Cumberland Presbyterians, asked, “Why build 
a big house around a divided family?” 
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CHRIST CHURCH (METHODIST) } 
Charleston, W. Va, 


The Eloquence Of 


CARILLONIC BELLS 


receives another tribute 


The Rev. Mr. Hoffman, Minister 
of Christ Church, writes: 


“Your ‘Carillonic Bells’ has been in opera- 
tion in our church for almost a year, and 
there has been fulsome praise not only from 
our Own members but from other groups in 
the city. There is simply no comparing them 
with the old tubular chimes we used before— 
‘Carillonic Bells’ is so much superior. It not 
only adds to worship on Sunday, but also ex- 
tends the message of the gospel for miles 
from our tower daily.” 


In choosing a carillon, as the voice of your 
church, choose by ear. It is this test, this 
factor of audible beauty, that has decided 
hundreds of churches, schools and colleges 
in favor of Carillonic Bells. Its richer tone 
and beautiful clarity are beyond rivalry, 
achieving a musical brilliance impossible with 
ordinary bells or chimes. 


Carillonic Bells can be installed in your 
church tower without additional construction. 
For further details write us, at Dept. SP-18. 


SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


CARILLONIC BELLS : TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS » ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS - SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS» CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
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GRADED AND UNIFORM 


LESSON LITERATURE 
by STANDARD 


The Word must be made interesting 
to child and adult. So Standard .has 
streamlined all its material, presenting 
the Bible attractively as well as factually. 
Undenominational, practical, helpful, 
without “isms,” questioning, or strad- 
dling, Standard’s lessons are all Bible. 
The Standard line is complete, with Uni- 
form and Closely Graded Lessons, 
teachers’ quarterlies, activity books, pic- 
ture papers, pictures for teaching, etc. 


OUTSTANDING QUARTERLIES 


BIBLE TEACHER AND LEADER de luxe 
Uniform quarterly; 96 pages of invaluable help 
for teachers of young people, adults. 30¢ copy. 


TEACHERS’ GRADED QUARTERLIES, one 
Beginner, one Primary; brand-new. Bible 
stories, application, handwork, drama, projects, 
etc, Either quarterly, 35¢ copy. 














In addition, there are helps for your classes from 
Nursery through Adult, for teachers and pupils. 
Send today for Free Prospectus of Closely Graded; 
or samples of Uniform Lessons and weekly papers. 
State which wanted, and mention your depart- 
ment. Address Desk 101. 








THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 20 East Central Pkwy, Cincinnati 10, Ohio 








Meeting Of Elders And Ministers 


sees and the Sadducees for their hypocrisy and 


At Kannapolis, N. C. 
August 20, 1947 


A luncheon meeting was held today in the 
Y.M.C.A. at Kannapolis, N. C., at which approxi- 
mately 75 ministers and elders of the Presbyterian 
Church were gathered together as guests of Mr. 
C. A. Cannon to discuss the problem of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches. Mr, Cannon called the 
meeting to coincide with the visit of the Reverend 
Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse, pastor of the Tenth 
Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia, who has long 
been a foe of the Federal Council of Churches. After 
Dr. Barnhouse explained that this visit was in the 
course of a vacation and he had not known until 
yesterday evening that a luncheon meeting was 
contemplated, he explained how he had come to be 
the foe of the Federal Council. 


Years ago, he had drawn up a brief on the Bible 
attitude toward heresy. Christ indicted the Phari- 


unbelief. Paul named by name men who were the 
authors of false doctrines. The central Bible teach- 
ing was that there would be perversions of the 
Gospel, and the Church had to be warned against 
the perverts. Anyone preaching another Christ or 
another Gospel was to be anathema, 


Dr. Barnhouse then proceeded to name leaders 
in the Federal Council and to quote a chapter 
and verse from their writings demonstrating that 
these men had abandoned the traditional Biblical 
position. He quoted a volume by Dr. Harry Emer- 
son Fosdick in which the leader developed at length 
the idea of the evolution of God in the minds of 
men, teaching that Abraham’s God demanded hu- 
man sacrifices; Moses’ God was the thunder God 
of Mount Sinai; the God of Joshua and the Judges, 
a God of extermination warfare; the God of David, 
a God of curses; the God of the (Prophets, a God of 
social justice; and the God of Jesus Christ quite 
respectable, a God of brotherhood but still inferior 
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to the God of Dr. Fosdick since the God of Jesus 
believed in hell-fire.” 


Dr. Barnhouse quoted from Bishop Oxnam, for- 
mer president of the Federal Council, who had said 
that the God of the Old Testament was a “big 
bully.” He quoted Bishop Ivan Holt, also a former 
president of the Federal Council, as ridiculing ser- 
mons about the atonement as a means of helping 
Chinese rise from their misery. He quoted Dr. 
Henry Sloan Coffin’s volume on the Atonement 
saying that the death of Christ had no relation 
to the sins of men in the Twentieth Centry. 


Dr. Barnhouse then pointed out that whether 
or not a man is an atheist depends on the defini- 
tion of God. If an African witch doctor describes 
God in terms of voodoo, any intelligent man is an 
atheist. He then said that under the definition of 
God of many of the leaders of the Federal Council, 
he, himself, was an atheist. His God is the God of 
the Bible, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
God of many Federal Council leaders is quite an- 
other God. 


The speaker pointed out that before the war 
the Federal Council leaders had been back of the 
great movement for pacifism and that the bombs 
which destroyed Pearl Harbor had blown up many 
a sermon, since none of these pre-war decadent 
pacifists dared to be consistent during the war. 
They floundered during the first months after 
Pearl Harbor until someone came forth with the 
phrase “a just and durable peace.” Thousands of 
sermons were preached along that line and that of 
the “four freedoms” until it was pretty well demon- 
strated that the peace treaties would follow a pat- 
tern of banking agreements, oil rights, aviation 
landing privileges, and similar economic questions 
and that there could be little justice in any of the 
treaties. Now these preachers who will preach any- 
thing but the Gospel are playing variations on a 
theme of social welfare. 


The speaker advised the members of local 
churches to instruct their delegates to Presbytery 
to vote against the Federal Council at every oppor- 
tunity and to strike a blow to free the churches 
from the theological yoke of the Council. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE TRUE WOODROW WILSON 


Crusader For Democracy 


By Harold Garnet Black, LL.D. Published by 
the Fleming H. Revell Company, New York, N. Y. 
Price $3.00. 


“He who gathers together not the rumors, the 
gossip, the legends that invariably surround and 
becloud the real facts concerning a great man, 
but the actual things that that man wrote and 
said, connecting them briefly but clearly with 
an account of what he did so that they will be 
understandable, has performed a valuable service, 
not only for the historian of today but even more 
so for the historian of the future” wrote the 
late President Franklin Delano Roosevelt in his 
introduction to the significant biography, “The 
True Woodrow Wilson.” 


Dr. Black has made a remarkable contribution 
to historical literature in his account of the 
life and work of this notable American. He seeks 
to portray an unbiased picture of Wilson the 


-— ALL FOR $1.00 — 


The Season's Greatest Bargain! 


We will send you two packages of Greeting 
Cards—one Christmas and one Everyday— 
each containing an assortment of 12 Scrip- 
ture and Non-Scripture Text Cards and one 
box of beautiful Scripture Text Stationery: 
a regular $1.50 value for only $1.00 and 
FREE our Christmas Catalog of Religious 
Gifts. 


THE CHRISTIAN LIGHT PRESS 


Dept. A-417R Elizabethtown, Pa. 











boy, Wilson the man, Wilson the professor and 
college president, Wilson the President, and Wil- 
son the statesman. Colonel House, one of Mr. 
Wilson’s closest associates wrote the following to 
the author of this book concerning it: “No life 
of Wilson yet written has pleased me more. Your 
estimate of the man will be accepted and will 
place him on a higher pedestal than that of those 
who write with more fulsome praise of him.” 


Surely all who are interested in the welfare 
of our nation will want to read this fascinating 
account of the life and contributions of one of 
its most outstanding citizens.—Clifford Smith. 

—__—- 


Messengers For God. Senior Work Book for 
Vacation Bible School, Published by the Con- 
cordia Publishing House, 3558 South Jefferson 
Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price 45c, Prepared for 
Senior boys and girls to deepen their love for the 
Saviour and encourage them to present the story 
of Salvation to others. 


Telling The Story Of Jesus. Work Book for 
Vacation Bible School. Published by the Con- 
cordia Publishing House, 3558 South Jefferson 
Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price 55c. Prepared for 
boys and girls in the Primary Department. 


Bringing Good News. Work Book for Vacation 
Bible Schools. Published by the Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, 3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St. 
Louis, Mo. Price 55c. Prepared for boys and girls 
in the Beginner department. 


Manual For Vacation Bible School. First Series. 
Published by the Concordia Publishing House, 
3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St, Louis, Mo. 
Price 75c. The purpose of this manual is to give 
guidance to teachers and others conducting and 
working in vacation Bible schools. In the prepara- 
tion of the manual the needs of the average in- 
stead of the exceptional school as to size and 
equipment were kept in mind. 


Finding And Sharing Jesus. Work Book Va 
cation Bible School. Published by the Concordia 
Publishing House, 3558 South Jefferson Avenue, 
St. Louis, Mo. Price 45c. Prepared for boys and 
girls in the Junior department. 


God’s Answers. Compiled by Theodore W. Eng- 
strom. Published by the Zondervan Publishing 
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House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 50c. Testi- 
monies of answered prayer in the experiences of 
Christian leaders today. An illustration of the 
statement: “If we make God’s glory our first 
prayer concern, He will make our needs His first 
care.” 


This I Know. Compiled by Theodore W, Eng- 
strom, Published by the Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price 50c. Testi- 
monies from men successful in business. The pur- 
pose of this little book is to show that it is 
possible to combine business with a Christian 
testimony. 


The Possible You. By Vincent Bennett, D.D. 
Published by the Van Kampen Press, 542 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, Ill. Price $1.25. 
This book answers the question, are we aiming to 
live up to our greatest possibility? Six medi- 
tations by this popular youth counsellor and Bible 
conference speaker. 


Youth’s Marriage Problems. By Alfred L. Mur- 
ray. Published by the Zondervan Publishing Com- 
pany, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.00, Written 
by an imminent Christian psychologist who has 
had wide experience in counselling young people. 
Information to help preserve the Divine insti- 
tution of marriage, 


Movies And Morals. By Herbert P. Miles. Pub- 
lished by the Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. A study of the influ- 
ence of the movies upon morals. Contains intro- 
duction by Hyman J. Appleman. Facts based on 
a survey of 100 motion pictures and the con- 
clusions drawn from the findings made from the 
standpoint of Christian morals. 


Chemical Illustrations. By Miller. Published by 
the Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $1.50, Easy-to-do-experiments for 
Christian workers. Examples of how to -get the 
Gospel message across to boys and girls through 
the eye gate. Twenty-two experiments. 


Youth For Christ. By Mel Larson. Published by 
the Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $1.50. Introduction by Percy Craw- 
ford. The story of Youth For Christ, told simply 
and completely in this volume. This movement 
has been called, “The twentieth century wonder 
of the religious world.” Here are the answers 
to questions about Youth For Christ. 


Personalities In The Christmas Story. By R. R. 
Belter. Published by the Lutheran Literary Board, 
Burlington, Ia, Price $1.00. The author thinks 
of the individuals whose names are mentioned 
In the Bible as being present when Christ was 


_ as the welcome committee for the Son of 
od. 


_Caleb The Overcomer. By Ruth Paxton. Pub- 
lished by the Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago, Ill. Price 50c, A Biblical study in the life 
of Caleb showing that a man of God should live 
an overcoming life. 


Walk In Newness Of Life. By Paul H. D. Lang. 
Published by the Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Miss. Price 10c. Daily Devotions. 


Supplanters Of History. By Ruth Hazelle 
Cameron. Published by the Christopher House, 
1140 Columbus Avenue, Boston 20. Mass. Price 
$2.75. A special message to the Jewish nation. 
She states her purpose thus: “The following chap- 





SAFE A 


In a pension system it is the essence of 
safety and security that dependable provision 
be made to insure that both present and fu- 
ture assets are accumulated fully to balance 
all liabilities, 
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The Ministers’ Annuity Fund is prepared to 
meet every obligation it has assumed. But 
the present financial conditions call (1) for 
enlarged amounts of annuities for our min- 
isters, and (2) likewise make it impossible to 
increase the same. 


The General Assembly therefore calls on the 
Church to increase the capital funds of the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund. 


Will you do your share in meeting this 
emergency? 


A CHECK TODAY 
A Legacy In Your Will 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund 
Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D.D. ............ Secretary 
Rev. Wm. H. Hooper, D.D. .......... Treasurer 


410 Uurban Bldg. Louisville 2, Ky. 
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ters are prepared to show the marvellous code or 
pattern which the Lord has used throughout the 
whole Bible and all through the history of man 
from the beginning to the end.” 


What The Church Could Do For Youth In Days 
Like These. By W. T. Thompson. Published by the 
John Knox Press, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va, 
Price 20c. An address delivered to the Torch Club 
of Richmond, Va., by the Rev. William Talliaferro 
Thompson. 


Towards Certainty. By Robert Harris Gearhart, 
Jr. Published by the Associated Press, 347 Madi- 
son Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. Price $1.50. 
Written by the campus pastor of the Lutheran 
student board of Philadelphia. “Towards Cer- 
tainty” is an answer to student question, What 


ean I believe? 
——@——— 


THAT YOU MIGHT BELIEVE 
By Henry M. Morris 


Published by Good Books, Inc. 
Chicago, Ill. $1.50. 


This is a book intended primarily for college 
students. It is an attempt to guide the serious- 
minded youth as he faces the perplexities of the 
classroom to clear Christian conclusions. While the 
author is not a Theologian he is a critical student 
of the Bible and shows an amazingly wide back- 
ground of reading for one so young. The book is 
profitable reading for all who care to steer a 
steady course in their thinking as through-going 
Christians in fields of learning frequently pre- 
sented from a Non-Christian point of view, 


—Ernest G. Clary. 
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MY NOTES ON DOCTRINAL THEMES 
By W. P. Van Wyk 


Published by Baker Book House 
1019 Wealthy Street, S.E. 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich. Price $2.00 


a notes by a Christian gr tee ne re mage To The Church And Clergy 
including six messages on great fundamentals an > VINING, lac. 
twenty-four on the Apostles’ Creed, appear to be aBEEE| Oe New wong ~- 

the work of an Expositor of ability. I find them - 

helpful guides to rich veins of truth. Placed in the 
hands of a searcher for truth these notes serve the 
same purpose as a good road map in the hands of 
a traveler who wishes to explore the areas in- 
cluded, They show where to go and suggest the 
spots in which to dig. The book is well worth the 
price to any one who needs to explore these areas 
and is willing to dig. —Ernest G. Clary. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings — Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers — Communion 
Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring For Clergymen 
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PULPIT AND CHOIR 


CIORUANES 


NS HE BEST OF THEIR KIND 
t; 


The Selection Of A Pastor 


“Such and such a man, it is said, is a brilliant 
preacher. But what is the content of his preach- 
ing? Is his preaching full of the gospel of Christ? BE NTLEY &SIMON: 

«The answer if often evasive. The preacher in TABLISHED 191 
auestion, it is said, is in good standing in the 
Church, and he has never denied the doctrines of 
grace. Therefore, it is urged, he should be called 
to the pastorate. But shall we be satisfied with 
such negative assurances? Shall we be satisfied 
with preachers who merely ‘do not deny’ the 
Cross of Christ? God grant that such satisfaction 
may be broken down. The people are perishing 
under the ministrations of those who ‘do not deny’ 
the Cross of Christ. Surely something more than 
that is needed. God send us ministers who, instead 
of merely avoiding denial of the Cross shall be on 
fire with the Cross, whose whole life shall be one 
burning sacrifice of gratitude to the blessed 
Saviour who loved them and gave Himself for 
them!’ —J. Gresham Machen. 


Heibdbdhdbdbbdbdh deeded dhhbbobobdeds 
YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE 


The materialist theory of evolution, with 
modernism’s denial of Christ’s Deity, has 
undermined and destroyed the faith of thou- 
sands, especially our Seminary, University, 
College and High School Students. 

The late Chancellor S. V. Sanford, of the 
University of Georgia, gave an address all 
over America, “Is Jesus More Than Man?” 
This message clearly proves Christ’s Deity 
and in language that appeals to students. 
We have been granted the privilege of pub- 
lishing this address and now ask your co- 
operation in giving it wide distribution. 
Sample copy free upon request. $3.00 per 
hundred postpaid, and at special rates in 
large quantities. 


: WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
Order in sufficient quantity to have distrib- 
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PIPE ORGANS 


THe Marr & CoLuns Company INc. 
ORGAN BUILDERS 
Westons Mills, N. Y. 

“God Speaks To Man Through Good Music” 











TONGUE-TIED? 


Our timely tracts can help you give a good 
confession. Subscribe now to the reliable 


Tract-Of-The-Month Series 


Begin with as few as 100 a month 
(Space for your local stamp) 
100 for 40c 


WRITE FOR SAMPLES 
Committee On Christian Education 
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church 

Room 728 Schaff Bldg. Philadelphia 2, Pa. 
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uted to the Student Body of your Alma 
Mater, or the Seminary, University, or Insti- 
tution or High School in your town you are 
especially interested in. 


Act Today —— 
GEORGIA BIBLE INSTITUTE 


x 351 Athens, Ga. 
EEELEL ELE ELL PLP L LLLP PPP PP LP Pf Pfeffer 








ip 
viewpoint of a practical businessman. At- 
tractive 8-page booklets will be supplied 
free of charge to pastors. Bible school 
teachers and other leaders who will agree 
to use them to promote tithing in their 
congregations, classes or groups. Write 
for sample copy today! 


THE KEYES FOUNDATION 
19 W. Flagler St. Miami, Florida 
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‘PLAIN FACTS ABOUT THE SO-CALLED UNION 
: BETWEEN THE SOUTHERN 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND THE 
NORTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


: The Southern Members of the Drafting Committee solemnly told us: “The Plan of Represen- 
¢ tation of the Presbyteries in the General Assembly based on the number of communicants 
t in each Presbytery, WHICH IS NOW IN VOGUE IN THE U. S. CHURCH, HAS BEEN 
* ADOPTED, RATHER THAN THAT IN THE U..S.A. CHURCH.” 


% Now let's look in the Plan of Union, and see for ourselves if the above statement is correct. 
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: CHAPTER 14, SECTION 4: “Each Presbytery consisting of not more than six thousand min- 
* isterial and communicant members, shall send one minister and one ruling elder: and each 


= Presbytery consisting of more than six thousand ministerial and communicant members, 
= shall send one minister and one ruling elder for each additional six thousand—or for each 
i additional fraction, not less than three thousand.” 

+ I asked myself this question: What will the above paragraph do to our Church? I decided 
t to make a comparative analysis of the membership of both Churches, and find out. 

{ Now I would like you to see what the adoption of the method, "WHICH IS NOW IN VOGUE 
i IN THE U. S. CHURCH.” will do. Here it is: 


~ 
~ 


¢ Commissioners to General Assembly from both Churches, as now elected, and as proposed 
* under the New Plan. 


ev. ee 8 
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Com. At Present Com. New Plan Loss Gain 
384 236 148 a 
882 892 ' 10 
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: ARE YOU GOING TO BE DECEIVED BY TRICKY STATEMENTS, LIKE THE ABOVE, INTO 
; VOTING FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF OUR SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH? 


: ARE YOU GOING TO EXCHANGE A 100 PERCENT CONTROL OF A RAPIDLY GROW- 
{ ING CHURCH FOR A 20 PERCENT INTEREST IN A CHURCH CONTROLLED BY MEN, 


+ SOME OF WHOM FLATLY DENY THE DEITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS 
+ CHRIST? 
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FRANKLY — I DON’T THINK YOU ARE! 


SIGNED: RANDOLPH B. LEE 
PATRICK, S. C. 


‘ RULING ELDER IN FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 














Sage OF Pallite 
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$500,000 WITHIN FIVE YEARS 
I$ URGENTLY NEEDED 








This investment will enlarge and expand the Business and 
Religious Education facilities of our Presbyterian Church 
to meet the growing demands of your congregation. 


* You can help build a better 


-tomorrow if you will... 


MAKE THE 


1947 RALLY DAY 
OFFERING the largest 


your church has ever contributed 





EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND PUBLICATION, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


PRESBYTERIAN PROGRAM of PROGRESS 






































